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iystify the passage of separate and distinct laws 
‘a the Constitution of the United States, for the 
prem of protecting and encouraging them. | 
"The particular manner in which that encourage- 
ment was to be given, or the extent to which it | 
was to be carried, is not provided for or desig- 
nated in the Constitution of the United States. But 
the Constitution contains what was deemed suffi- 
cient to provide for and secure protection to the 
party of the right to the enjoyment of the products 
of his own mventions, and to encourage upon 
principles of public policy, the fruits of the intel- 
ject which produce these useful inventions. ne 
Now, our laws proceed upon the supposition 
that a man is, or ought to be, entitled to the exclu- 
sive use of his own invention for fourteen years. 
You do not thereby deprive anybody else of any 
benefit which they would have derived. In most 
cases, if the inventor had not made the discovery 
in the recesses of his own intellect, no one else 
would have made it, and the benefit derived from 
it would therefore have been lost to the human 
ily. 
po the ground upon which I am willing to | 
extend this patent to Colonel Colt for seven years | 
longer, is the simple unequivocal fact that he has | 


not enjoyed the benefit of his patent during a || 
|| say that I know Colonel Colt personally, and that 


period of fourteen years, and that he is, according 
to our laws, entitled to enjoy that benefit for that | 
time. It is true the patent has been extended 

seven years beyond he time for which it was | 
originally granted, but it is also true that he re- | 
ceived no benefit whatever from it during that | 
period. 


Now, sir, if | were disposed to criticise the law || 


itself, | should say that it does not give to inventors | 
and authors such a protection as ought to be pro- | 
vided in carrying out the intention of the Consti- | 
tution. | should be disposed to extend the benefit 
of the patent right to the inventor or of the copy- | 
right to the author, during his natural life at | 
least. } 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The language. of | 
the Constitution is ‘* to promote the progress of | 
science end useful arts by securing for limited | 
times to authors and inventors, the exclusive right | 
to their respective writings and discgveries.”? The 
gentleman will perceive that it provides expressly 
that these privileges shall be secured for ‘* limited 
times. 

Mr.STANTON. That is very true, but during | 
the life of the author or .the inventor is a limited | 


time. The period of limitation is not fixed by || 


the Constitution, and you may fix the limit where | 
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you please. But that is neither here nor there. 
Our laws proceed upon the principle that an in- | 
ventor, whether rich or poor, is entitled to the | 
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fact whether he is rich or poor, whether he has | 


made little or much money. 


Now, I wish it distinetly understood, that.1 do 
not place my support of this application on the | 
ground that Mr. Colt bas any legal right to claim | 


an extension, but that, under the policy of the 
law for the purpose of encouraging inventions of 
this kind, it should be granted to hum. This point 
being distinctly stated .as the ground on which I 
place my vote, it will be seen that | throw aside 
and disregard the statements made in ‘reference to 
Mr. Colt’s wealth. If he has made a great deal 
of money from 1550 down to the present time, it 
is due to his energy and enterprise. But, sir, | 
take it that the proof in this case, the sworn testi- 
mony, shows that the whole energies of his mind 
have been addressed to the perfection and intro- 
duction into general use of this important arm, 
and that the whole amount he has mede is invest- 
ed in the buildings and machinery necessary for 
its manufacture. 

It is very true, that he has entered on a very 


Virginia says that the building cost $250,000. 


Mr. LETCHER. [I did not say so, [| said 
that Mr. Colt himself aaid so. 
Mr. STANTON, Very well. Here I may 


| beiieve with entire confidence any statement he 
may make. 
to make any misstatements in regard to his own 
affairs, even if they would carry the bill. He is 
far too honorable to use any unjustifiable means 
for carrying it. , 


| since 1850, is invested in the machinery and build- 
ings necessary to carry on the manufacture of his 
arms. 


lt is very plain that, by throwing open the | 
|| business of making them in February, 1857, the | 


| large adventure in London, The gentleman from | 


I believe that he is far too honorable | 


Now, | say, that whatever money he has made | 


| 


probability, at Jeast the possibility, is, that the | 


whole amount of money which, by his industry, 


energy, enterprise, and inventive genius, he has | 


been enabled to make, will be lost, 
morning an invention may be made superior to 
this, and the whole amount of funds invested in 


To-morrow | 


| 


the first may be lost; so that an adventure of this | 


kind is a hazardousthing. Theadventurer may, 
| to be sure, rely upon his knowledge that he has 
the exclusive right to his manufacture for a certain 
| period, and he may rely upon the possibility and 
probability that Congress, in its wisdom and lib- 
erality, will extend the period still longer. 


points made by the gentleman from New York, 


| (Mr. Currina,] in reference to the possibility of | 


| introducing spurious arms from England. hee 
| sume, but | do not know the fact, that Mr. Colt 


exclusive use of his own invention for a period of || has obtained patents for his arms in the principal 
fourteen years. 1 will admit, candidly, that under || countries of the world, and tWerefore in those 


the laws as they now stand, upon legal principles | countries in which arms are. most likely to be | 


strictly carried out, Mr. Colt could not get his | manufactured, they could only be manufactured 


patent extended, whether he be rich or poor; 
whether he have much, little, or nothing; the 
laws strictly construed weuld not give him this 
extension, and it is for that very reason that he | 
comes here with his application. He has come 
here with his application, and, let me say, that 
application is by no means without precedent, and 





ib 
"Mr. CUTTING, (interrupting.) I presume 
| that the gentleman from Tennessee has not over- 
| looked the fact, that, by the patent laws of Eng- 
| land and of France, where an alien is allowed to 
| take out a patent based upon an invention made 

in another country, that patent takes effect and 





let me say further, that the passage of this bill } begins. to run from the time of the beginning of 


would by no means be an unprecedented act. 


understand it. I derive my information’ chiefly 
from a report made by a gentleman formerly a 
member of this House, now a member of the 
Senate, in which he says, that from 183] down 
to 1849, the efforts of Mr. Colt to introduce his 
invention, were attended with nothing but dis- 
aster; and it has been only from 1850 down to the 
present time that he has had any benefit froma this 
invention. And every gentleman upon this floor 
knows yery well that the Colt pistol was almost 
unheard of until within a few years past. Now, 
Suppose that Colonel Colt has made a great deal 
of money—I suppose that he has made a very 
considerable amount—tell me whether the rij 

of the party in reference to the policy on whi 
the laws are founded are to be governed by the 
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eal || the original patent granted him in his own coun- 
Now, sir, this is a very meritorious case, as | | So 


| try. » that, if a patent was granted here in 
| 1836, and a patent was taken out in England or 
| Franceythe date of the foreign Jetters patent would 
| be precisely that of the day in which the original 
| patent was issued here. 
| Mr.STANTON. Theconsideration urged by 
the gentleman from New. York is not a very im- 
| portautone. I know that many civilized nations 
| extend their patents, and maintain the rights of 
| patentees much longer than we do, and that they 
extend a much greater protection to inventors and 
authors than the Government of the United States 
| does. But these are not the points to which Lam 
addressing my argument. | understand that there 
are only two interests in this case to be regarded 
in estimating the propriety or impropriety of 
passing the bill now before the committee. One 


It is unnecessary to enter into some of the || 
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ia the public interest in having the unlimited 
right of using Mr, Colt’s invention, and the other 
is the private interest of Mr. Colt in making what 
profit he can out of his own invention, These 
interests, I acknowledge, are antagonistical toa 
certain extent. I do not agree with those gentle- 
men who insist that it will probably lead to the 
benefit of the public pecuniartly that Colonel Colt 
may be permitted to enjoy the monopoly of this 
manufacture for a longer period. It may or may 
not be so. One thing, though, | believe conacien- 
tiously, and that is, that it willdo little or no injury 
to the public, although I would n6t say that the 
public would be benefited pecuniarily by a mon- 
opoly continued to Colonel Colt. 

On the other hand, there are the rights of in- 
ventors to be protected to a reasonable extent. 
The history of civilization shows that inventors 
in all ages have been badly treated, and that. the 
greatest benefactors of the world,in many instap- 
ces, have been deprived of the benefit of their in- 
vestigations; and it was on this very account that 
a provision was inserted in the Constitution of the 
United States, that inventors and authors should, 
for limited periods, have the exclusive right to use 
their own inventions, and print their own produc- 
tions. You must balance thesetwo considerations, 
so that the principle of public policy upon which 
our laws are based will counterbalance the public 
disadvantage of permitting Colonel Colt to make 
these arms himself. That is the whole question; 
and, in my judgment, itis unnecesgary to go to 
other considerationg. I think that the principle of 
public policy overbalances the injury, to the public 
which must regult from a continuance of this mon- 
opoly—if they, choose to call it so—for a period 
of seven years longer. 

Mr..McMULLIN. Mr. Chairman, it was not 
my purpose to have said one word on this ques- 
tion, nor would I have done so but for the course 
of the remarks indulged in by the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Ciixeman,] my colleague, 
(Mr. Lercuer,]and some others, I i leave to 


|| say in the outset that, as a general rule, [ am op- 


posed to monopolies of all sorts. . But f was not 
a little amused in the discussion of this question 
at the course of remarks pursued by the distin- 


| guished and learned gentleman from New York, 


(Mr. Currine.}] But before I pay my respects to 
him, I must indorse, to some extent, the correct- 


| ness of the views expressed by the gentleman 


from Tennessee, [Mr. Stantoy.] 
It is true, Mr. Chairman, that it has been the 


| policy of this Government to reward energy, to re- 


| mechanic. 
| which have induced or impelled the gentleman 


ward enterprise, and to encourage the industrious 
And I ean appreciate the motives 


| from Tennessee, who I hope will not be offended 


i 


at, the remark, to give his support to the bill. I 
should bé surprised to find any gentleman on this 
floor, himself being a mechanic, who would go in 
opposition to it. 

fou not only reward the talent of the inventor, 
but do you not also reward politicians of the 
country? Why, Mr. Chairman, the country re- 
wards men for services, by promoting them to the 


| office of President, or pee of State, or Min- 
| ister, or other official post. 


hy does it do so? 
Asa reward for their political learning or other per- 
sonal talents. My colleague yielded the floor to the 
entleman from New York, (Mr. Currina;} and 
or what purpose? For the purpose of personal 
explanation. I need not remind the committee of 


| the character of that personal explanation. | need 


not remind the committee that that gentleman 
evinced ro dispysition to attack this bill when he 
solicited the floor, He came forward as the coun- 
sel against Mr. Colt; and that was his duty. He 


| desired to make a personal explanation, he said. 





Shall 1, 1 repeat, remind this committee of the 
character of that personal explanation? Did he 
stop when he had made that personal explana- 
tion? Oh no, sir. With the ingenuity charac- 
teristic of the lawyer, and a man of talent, he 
went on to argue against this bill. Sir, ! might 
ask the learned gentleman from New York, if he 
has any constituents who would like to engage in 


i 
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the manufacturing of arms, 60 as to compete | 
with Mr. Colt? I do not know how that fact may | 
be. If I could put a question so derogatory to | 
the honor of my at friend from New York, | 
how would he answer? 


York another question. [ might ask him whether | 
he would have opposed the extension of Mr. | 
Colt’s patent, if there had not been exertions used 
on the other side of the question. We were told 
by the perfectly disinterested and patriotic gentle- | 
man from North Carolina, [Mr. Ciineman,] that 
money, in hundreds and thousands of dollars, had 
been offered here to buy up members. Who, I 
ask him, who? 

Mr. CUTTING, (interrupting.) The gentle- 
man says that he might do such a thing, and he 
might do another. He might ask me such a ques- 
tion, and he mightask meanother. Now, laskhim, | 
whether he does ask me such a question? Because, | 
if he does, I will answer it. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Well, really I would like | 
to know, but I do not like to give up my time. 

Mr. CUTTING. I am willing to answer, and | 
I should like to know whether he asks me. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Well, I will ask the gen- 
tleman, if he has any constituents who have been | 
engaged in the manufacture of arms, or who desire 
to engage in that business? 

Mr. CUTTING. Then, in answer to that in- | 
quiry, I reply, that no human being, manufacturer 
or otherwise, rich or poor, capitalist or impover- 
ished, has ever opened his lips to me upon the 
subject, excepting upon two occasions, one when 
I was solicited to vote for the bill, and upon the | 
occasion when the attorney of those who once 
employed me, begged me to goforit. Is the gen- | 
tleman answered? 

Mr. McMULLIN. Well, it is a sort of law- | 
yer-like answer. eer 

Mr. CUTTING. Then up and down, hori- | 
zontally, vertically, and diagonally, and in every | 
shape and form I answer no. Is the gentleman | 
answered now?’ [Renewed laughter. ] 

Mr McMULLIN. How did the gentleman | 
happen to appear as counsel? Who employed | 

vet, 


im } 

Mr.CUTTING. Some gentlemen had the bad | 
taste to suppose that I could be of service to them, | 
and they parted with their money in consideration | 
of my services. (Laughter. ] 

Mr. McMULLIN. Well, [ do not think they | 
displayed bad taste or bad judgment, for if 1 had | 
_ a cause in court I should like to have the gentle- | 
man for my counsel, for | consider him as one of | 
the most adroit and astute legal gentlemen upon | 
this floor. [(Laughter.] 

But I have been diverted from my course of re- | 
marks. We have been told by the gentleman 
from North Carolina that money has been spent, 
in this case, to buy up members of Congress. Or, 
to be more particular, for I wish to state the gen- 
tleman correctly, he stated that he had been in- 
formed that thousands of dollars had been offered 
to induce members of Congress, either to vote for 
the bill, or to absent themselves—that is, in other 
words, to dodge. I should like to have the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina name the man. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I haverepeated my state- | 
ment once or twice, I suppose it was this: that | 
friends of members had said to them that they | 
would make large sums of money, if this bill 
passed—thousands of dollars. wo hundred 
thousand was the last sum I heard mentioned. A 
gentleman said to me it would be worth $200,000 
to him. My statement was, that friends of mem- 
bers had said to them that, if this bill passed, they 
would make so much—some of them spoke in 
thousands and some in hundreds. 

. | went on further to state, that I did not believe 
that members would be influenced'by that sort of 
pressure. Of course, I supposed that this House 
would see, that if these allegations were well 
founded, and Mr. Colt could afford to give so 
much money, he must have been doing a good 


business. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Iam not prepared to 
what has, and what has not been done outside. 
hope and believe that no gentleman in this House, 
is capable of allowing himself to be influenced by 
any such means, either in or out of this House. 
I am as much oppo as the gentleman from 
North Carolina can be, to those outside influences, 
but agents there are here, and agents there ever 





I shall not undertake to | 
say. ButI might ask the gentleman from New || 


|| of money. 





that fact, and of the effect. 
tom of the country, and surely the gentleman from 
North Carolina does not mean to leave the im- 
pression upon this House and upon the country, 
that Mr. Golt is liable to the charge which his 
language would seem to imply, of intending 
directly, or indirectly, to influence the members of 
the American Congress to give a vote in violation 
of their duty, and the oath which they have taken. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I never saw Mr. Colt in 


| my life, nor did I ever see his opponents; I do not 
| know any oneofthem. I merely said that these per- 


sons represented that they would get Jarge sums 


cannot understand how he can afford to pay it, 
unless he has been doing a large and profitable 
business. I do not know that the money comes 
from him, but I should imagine that Mr. Colt has 
some connection with the matter; he may not have 
directly, with these particular persons. He has 
gentlemen in his employ, gentlemen who are his 
professed attorneys, and they have the undoubted 
right to use all the arguments, and all the solici- 
tations they choose. 


Mr. McMULLIN. Mr. Chairman, I stated | 


that | do not know Mr. Colt,nor do | know who | 
his agents here are. My attention was called to 


|| this subject by a southern gentleman, at a time 


when I had not determined how I should vote 
upon it. A gentleman who had traveled exten- 
sively, who had attended the World’s Fair, in 


| London, approached me upon the subject, and 


asked me how I was going to vote upon the Colt’s 
pistol case. I told him I did notknow. He said 
he hoped the whole united Virginia delegation in 


replied that when in England, two years since, to 
attend the World’s Fair, he heard everywhere 


|| American enterprise and American articles spoken 


of with reproach, because of the want of skill dis- 
played in their manufacture. But when ‘Colt’s 
pistols came to be examined , they were pronounced 
to be superior to anything knowf in Europe or 
elsewhere. He said that he then felt proud that 
he was a Virginian and an American citizen, and | 
that I, as such, ought to encouragean inventor who 
had brought so much honor and credit to the | 
country. And,sir, my colleague, {Mr. Lercuer,} | 
although he opposes this measure with so much | 
zeal asa member of this House, would, asa private | 
citizen, yield to this discovery all the advantages | 
that are claimed for it. There are men in this | 
House, who were in the Army during the late 
Mexican war, who will bear ample testimony 
the usefulness of the invention. 
you that the red men of the forest were terror- 
stricken by these fire-arms; that they could not 
comprehend them; and that they struck terror to 


to || 
They will tell || 
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any way interested in this application, I sho 
| course have felt some econ 1am laying 
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re re tr ft tt 
have been, and ever will be. Weareall aware of || thing absolutely improper in doing it. 


It has been the cus- | tlemen may have done it; and if so 
|| me to cast an 


_ Other gen. 
it is 
ne iny censure upon them. : Asa > 
citizen, I might accept one if it were offered ~y 
But when it was offered to me as a member of 
Congress, in view of this application, I should not 
hen it was under. 
eman was attorney, or jp 
ae 
ow 
se. I know that 
question differen 


stood that the gent 


a rule for myself, and nobo 
those who take a view of the 


| from mine are quite as fastidious as I am in this 
| regard. 


Well, if it comes from Mr. Colt, I || 


_he has not accepted pistols from Mr. Colt. 


Mr. McMULLIN. I hope the gentleman wij 
not make a half dozen of speeches. He-says tha: 


I do 


_ not know this inventor; and I here say, that | am 
_ willing to go with the gentleman from North Cap. 


olina and my colleague, to raise a committee of 
investigation as to whether there has been any 


_ intrigue or corruption in regard to this, or an 
_ other proposition which isnow or has been before 
| the House. 


| have added luster to the American name. 
| of toil and suffering have been devoted to their 
|| perfection, and he should now receive at our hands 
| sincere thanks and ample compensation. 

Congress would go for it. I asked him why? He | 





i} 
| 


| 


would have done if he had been alive and present. || 


{Laughter.] 

Mr. CLINGMAN, (interrupting.) If the gen- | 
tleman will yield to me for a moment, I desire to | 
say a word more in reference to the outside influ- 
ences which have been brought to bear upon mem- 
bers in connection with this bill. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I have no more time to | 
spare; but I will yield to the gentleman, if he will | 
be brief. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I believe there have been | 


|| a good many pistols given “away to members of | 


Congress; and I| take it for granted that the gen- | 
tlemen who have given them away are connected | 
with thisapplication. 1 do not intend to say that | 
the vote of any member has been influenced from | 
any such source. I do not believe any such thing. | 
I de not say that it would be improper for a mem- 
ber to receive one of these pistols. This is a | 
matter that every gentleman must deterfffirie for | 
himself. Perhaps they were not presented with | 
any design of having an effect in reference to this 
bill; bat I take it for granted that the gentleman 
who has been disposing of these pistols is con- 
nected with Mr. Colt in some way. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I have no doubt that he 
has disposed of these pistols as he had a perfect 
right todo. [do not know whether the gentle- 
man from North Carolina has had the good for- 
tune to receive one or not. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. [Ihave not, and, under the 
circumstances, with this bill pending before the 
House, I should not feel at liberty to receive one. 
I do not mean to say that there would be any- 


| chanics. 


|| ingenuity. 





| vice to our soldiers on bloody fields. 
| 80, is it not the duty of Congress to reward men 
| distinguished for their great service to the country} 


Mr. Chairman, I repeat that there are men y 
this foor who know and can fully appreciate the 
value of this arm. It has been of immense ger. 
This being 


Certainly. This man has made his name cel. 
brated by his great inventive genius. His arms 


Years 


1 do not blame gentlemen who are opposed to 


| fighting and war for opposing this extension. [f 
I were like my friend from New York, [Mr 
| Smirn,] and others, I myself might be opposed to 
| it. ‘Those of us who hold different views ought, 
| onthe other hand, to yield it our votes. [fit 
| should be m 


fate to go to war, | would want 
on the field of battle the real and genuine weapon, 
and not one by imitating manufacturers, which 
would burst in my hands—one more dangerous 


| at the breech than at the muzzle. 


What was done by Congress the other day? 
Whose patent did you extend? You extended 
Mr. Bishop’s patent for the manufacture of cloth, 
Have we not enough of manufactories of cloth 
in the country already, North, South, East, and 
West? Have we not enough without extending 
Mr. Bishop’s patent? In that case, the extension 
was all right.) Here, however, we have objection. 
In this case, one of the greatest inventions of the 


| age, and which has done us so much credit, the 


extension is refused. I do not represent a mer- 


| cantile constituency, but an agricultural and me- 
their hearts as effectually as Old Hickory himself || 


chanical one. Those interests, of course, ! am 
disposed to encourage. I shall encourage me 
I myself belong to the working class of 
the community, and am atall times ready to stand 
by it. I shall-vote for the bill, because I believe 
it is for the just and deserved extension of a pat- 
ent for one of the greatest inventions of American 
I do not care whether Mr. Colt has 
made money or not. The testimony on that point, 
however, is clashing. He ought to make money, 
and I'am willing that he shall do so, and off the 
British too. ({Laughter.] 

Mr. PRATT. As the Representative of the 
district in which Mr. Colt resides, I feel called on 
to make a brief explanation in reference to his 
pecuniary condition, and also to disabuse the minds 
of members of this Housé arid the country in re 
gard to some of the statements and rumors which 
have been made, not only upon this floor, butout 
of this Hall. 

In the first 
the remark w 
North Carolina. He made a cha 
had -been used in this case; but 


oo I was somewhat surprised # 
ich fell from the gentleman from 
e that bribery 

afterwards 
ualified it'in answer to a remark made by my 


riend from Georgia; (Mr. Sewanp.] I shall ask 
my friend from North Carolina, a gentleman for 
whom [ have always entertained the highest re 
gard, if he had any reference to me in any of the 
remarks he made?  etone de 

Mr. CLINGMAN. ‘I take the greatest pleas 
ure in saying that I did not even know that Mr. 
Colt lived in the district of my friend from Con 
necticut, and I havé never heard the gentleman * 
namé connected with the affair. 1 will say, fur 
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A Connecticut, is valued at $450,000. 


ie that my object in referring to the extraor- 
4 rumors 
rg was, if possible, to bring public opinion 
to bear to correct this pressure from without. It 
may turn out that some good case will be lost, || 
owing to the fact thet the lobby are active in secur- | 
ing its passage. if this system of lobbying is to | 
go on; if we are to have this eternal outside pres- 
sare, so that a gentleman cannot come into this 
Hall without somebody touching his elbow and 
saying, “* Well, how does the Colt case come on? 
(fit should get through, it would be a very hand- 
some thing for me; I shall get so many thousands. | 
; if you cannot vote for it, have not you some bus- 
iness to attend to elsewhere when it happens to 
come up?’’—I say, if this kind of thing is to go | 


“ 


on, the result will be, that it will excite such pre- | 
judice against these outside influences as to en- 
‘danger the passage of -very meritorious cases. 
Mr. PRATT. The explanation of the gentle- 
man is perfectly satisfactory, although in relation 
to this matter of bribery any explanation from 
him, or any other gentleman, would be entirely 
unnecessary as far as my standing at homeis con- 
cerned, for such a charge would at once fall to the 
ground. There is nota political opponent in the | 
district [ have the honor to represent who would 
believe that I would be guilty of receiving or using 
money directly or indirectly, or countenancing 
anything of the kind, with a view of effecting the 
passage of this bill, or any other. I have the | 
pleasure of a personal acquaintance with Colonel 
Colt, and I am proud to acknowledge him as my 
ersonal and particular friend. He has never, 
in his conversations with me, alluded to lobby in- 
fluence, or stated that he had an agent here, or 
had furnished funds to carry through this measure. 
I spent two or three hours with him when I was 
at home on a visit to my family last month. To | 
be sure, he does not disguise the fact that he is || 
anxious for a renewal of his patent, and he gives | 
his reasons why it should be granted, which to 
me have proved satisfactory; and [ have no doubt 
they would prove oapeny 
man who should hear t 
But enough on that point. 
The remarks of the attorney—the lawyer— 


em from his own lips. 


so to any other gentle- | 





light on the subject. They are from most intel- 
about bribery being resorted to in || ligent gentlemen in my district; and { will name | 


| of the Bank in which Mr. 


| his establishment, and visited it. 


| fame. 


some two or three of them. One of them is_ 
Governor Trumbull, once an honorable member of 
this House. Anotheris Mr. Belknap, president 
Colt transacts his 


business. These gentlemen estimate Mr. Colt’s 


| wealth not to exceed $200,000 or $250,000, and 


that in machinery. Mr. Belknap says that within 
the last six months he knew Mr. Colt to buy steel, 
and other materials used in the manufacture of 
arms, on credit, and to give notes for the purchase 
of them, not having the money to pay their cost. 
Mr. LETCHER,. Does the gentleman know 


| William Tuttle? 


Mr. PRATT. 1 do. 

Mr. LETCHER. Is he aman of character and 
| veracity ? 

Mr. PRATT. Heis. 


Mr. LETCHER. Well, Mr. Tuttle says that 
Mr. Colt is worth $450,000. 

Mr. PRATT. | would remark that Mr. Wil- 
liam Tuttle is a manufacturer of arms; and 1 sup- 
pose he would be very glad of the chance of being 


| able to manufacture arms himself. Ido not think, 


however, if he were engaged in it, he would man- 


| ufacture spurious articles; for | know he is an 
| honest man. 


Mr. LETCHER. Hegives his affidavit, stating 


| this fact, as Colt’s agent. 


Mr. PRATT. I do not deny that Mr. Colt has 


| in his establishment or possession machinery to 


the amount of $450,000. I have no personal 
knowledge in regard to that matter. I have seen 
It is not such an 
establishment as that which he intends to have. 


| And here | will remark that Mr. Colt is nota 
| miserly man. 


No man that knows him can fail 
to admire his generosity. He is one of the most 
magnanimous men of the place. And his object 
in seeking the extension of his patent is not so 
much to amass wealth as to build up for himself 
Nobody that knows him can doubt the 
truth of what I say in that regard. 

I must say something now in reference to the 
statements made as to Mr. Colt’s immense for- 


| tune, and to the story of his being worth a million 


the gentleman from New York, [a laugh,] might || 
be excused; for, after so long an absence from i] 
| effect. 
to let his constituents know that he had returned | 


his seat here, he doubtless thought it expedient 


once more. [Laughter.] -A great deal has been 
said here by gentlemen in relation to the wealth 
of Mr. Colt. When he removed to Connecticut 
from New Jersey he was poor, and greatly in debt; 
but, fortunately, he has released himself from his 
embarrassments. 

For the success attending Mr. Colt’s exertions 
and eT he was indebted to friends who— | 
numbering, | believe, some thirty or forty in all— 
contributed funds to enable him to prosecute his 
business. I do not stand hereto plead Mr. Colt’s 
poverty. He has been, of late, successful; and if 
ever there was a man that invented anything in 
the shape of an arm for self-defense who was en- 
titled to success, certainly Colonel Colt was sucha 
man. Mr. Colt, when he commenced, hired a large 
building, known as the Porter Manufacturing Mills, 
and has occupied it since, and occupies it now. 
But he does not own it. He has, however, com- 
menced building an armory which, when com- 
poets will doubtless be a model for the world. 

ut [ say, on the honor of a gentleman, that, in 
my opinion, there is not an intelligent man in his | 
district, nor any man who knows anything about | 


this matter, that believes Mr. Colt has got money | 


enough to complete the work which he has begun, 
and fulfill the contracts that he has undertaken. 
Mr. LETCHER. Will my friend from Con- | 
necticut (Mr. Pratt] permit me to make an 
inquiry of him? 
r. PRATT. Certainly. 
Mr. LETCHER. I see from the affidavit 


Stevens,} that the machinerygtools, fixtures, and 
other property owned by Mr. Colt, in Hartford, | 
“I desire to 
know from my friend from Connecticut whether 
he considers that a fair valuation ? 

Mr. PRATT. In answer to the inquiry of my 
friend from Virginia, I would say that I have no | 
pereeaes knowledge on that point; but I have 

ere in my possession letters which | can read to | 
the committee, if they desire it, which throw some | 


| of this arm. 


j 





of dollars, and so on. It is not correct. The 
statements have been exaggerated, doubtless, for 


Now, one word in relation to lobbying in favor 
I do know that there was a gentle- 
man here from the city of New York, in the early 

art of the session, engaged in that business, 

here were men here during the first part of this 
session lobbying against this arm; and | was told 
that others were employed to do so. I do not 
know the fact; and, therefore, | do not make the 
distinct charge. 

Something has been said in relation to Mr. 
Colt’s establishment in England. 
lished an armory in England because he believed 
it to be for his interest to keep upon good terms 
with the British Government. He had the same 


| interest in doing so that any man would have 


similarly situated; but he had no idea of trans- 
ferring his business across the Atlantic. He is an 
American, and has as noble an American heart as 
any man. He did so because it would subserve 
his pecuniary interest. But the work is done in 
this country, in Connecticut, and is carried across 


| the Atlantic in detached pieces, and is put together 





there. 

Mr. McNAIR. Will the gentleman yield to a 
motion that the committee rise? 

Mr. PRATT. I will be brief, Mr. Chairman. 


| [ intend always to fulfill my promises; and I said, 
| in the beginning, that I would not detain the com- 


mittee long; and I would not have said a word, 


| had I not deemed it a duty I owed to Mr. Colt, te 
| this House, and to the country. 
| bear me witness that I am disinclined to consume |, 
; | the time of the House unnecessarily. 
furnished by the gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. | 


Gentlemen will 


One remark in relation to the committee. The 


| committee had this matter under consideration, 


and reported, as members well know, in favor of 
the renewal of the patent. I think some weight is 
due to the opinion of your committee, who have 
investigated the matter. 
members for what it is worth. Gentlemen have 
heard the report, and doubtless most of them have 
read it. 

I would remark, Mr. Chairman, in relation to 


| 





| 
| 
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a 


wealthy friends. When he firet embarked in 
enterprise, his father, with other friends, opposed 
him. 
he came down to Baltimore, and was almost an 
exile there, and was secluded for two or three 
years. 
mother’s relatives, he procured funds, by which 
| he was enabled to 


165 


— 





the 


He had every difficulty to encounter; and 


But finally, by the aid of some of his 


perfect this arm. When he 


| went to New Jersey, it is well known that he was 


| on his operations. 


| bankrupt. 


He was obliged to make the best bar- 
gain in his power to procure capital for carrying 
{e did succeed with some 


| acquaintances of his, in obtaining facilities for 
| manufacturing his pistols; but he had no capital 


| sonal knowledge. 


.. which every American ought to be proud. 
| stands preéminently above every other arm ever 


invested in the establishment; and I do not sup- 


|| pose there is a member of this House who sup- 


poses he had. Well, sir, he left that establish- 
ment without means—at least so I am credibly in 
formed. I have no personal knowledge of any of 
these facts. Mr. Colt himself told them to me, 
and with me his word is as good as my own per- 

From New Jersey he went to 
Connecticut, and there some of his hiends made 
up a purse for him, by which he was enabled to 
prosecute his manufacturing. And there he did 
prosecute it successfully, I admit. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, admitting that Mr. Colt 
bas made millions upon millions by this invention, 
is that any good or valid objection to the renewal of 
his patent? Sir, I’claim that this invention is one 
that has done honor to America. It is one of 


It 


invented in this or any other country. And, be- 
cause Mr. Colt did succeed finally in making a 
little competency, because he succeeded in making 
a fortune, if you please, is that any valid reason 
for refusing the extension of his patent? I cer- 
tainly think it is not, and I believe. the good sense 


| of this House will agree with me that it ig not. 


| in this whole matter. 


Again, I call the attention of the committee to 
the fairness and honor which Mr. Colt has shown 
He has not sought to take 
any advantage of the Government. It is true 
that it has been said that the Government will 
never find it for its interest to take advantage of 


| the right granted in this bill, that the cost of ma- 
| chinery would be so great that the Government 


Mr. Colt estab- |! 


would procure its arms to be manufactured rather 
than manufacture them itself; but such is not the 
fact. Nearly all the machinery at our national 
armories at Springfield and Harper’s Ferry could 
be applied to the purpose of manufacturing these, 
arms. At least, such is the fact in reference to 
that at Springfield, as | know from my own per- 
sonal, examination, and I have no doubt the same 
species of machinery is used at Harper’s Ferry. 
Some additional machinery would be required, 
but with the full privilege ot inawatunitilnn which 
this bill gives, the Government would find no dif- 
ficulty in applying the invention to its own ad- 
vantage at the national armories. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, let me state what seems 
to me to be a matter of more importance than any 


| thing else connected with this matter, and which 


has been alluded to by the gentleman from Vir- 

inia, (Mr. McMuuuin.}] So long as Mr. Colt 
os the control of the manufacture of thisarm, the 
public are safe in the use of it. He is scrupulously 
particular in the inspection of every pistol that 
goes out from his establishment. While he is at 
home he inspects them himself, and when he is 


| absent that duty is intrusted toa gentleman who 


is a good judge of fire arms, and who never allows 


| one to pass his inspection that is not a perfect in- 


strument. He takes much pride in knowing the 
fact, which weall know, that his pistols seldom, 
if ever, burst. They are much more perfect than 
the arms made under the direction of the Gen- 
eral Government, judging from the number which 


_are broken in their use. 


Mr.. Chairman, | have. nothing more, to pay 


| upon this subject. I ask pardon of the committees, 


for detain‘ng them one.moment. I should not 


\| have done it but for the reason that I felt it to be 


But that will pass with | ; 
now rise. 


| my duty asa matter of justice to the committee 
/and to Mr, Colt, tosay a word in reference to the 


statements which have been made. 
Mr. McNAIR. I move that the committee do 


The motion was agreed to. 
So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 


| resumed the chair, the Chairman (Mr. Stawrow, 


Mr. #olt’s career, that he has been helped by || of Kentucky,) reported that a Committee of the 





ei ae 


ei 
yi 
i 
; 


; 


1652 
Whole House had had the Private Calendar gen- 
erally under consideration, and particularly House 
bill (No. 59) ‘* for the relief of Samuel Colt,” and 
had come to no re®dlution thereon. 

COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
duce the resolution which I have indicated, in ref- 
erence to the charges made here to-day. 

Mr. WALSH. I object, on the ground that 
all such things end in smoke. 
eral, miserable farces. 

Mr. LETCHER. Letit be tested. 

Several Mempers. Let the resolution be read 
for information. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That a committee of 


ointed to inquire whether money has been offered to mem- 
ers, or other illegal or improper means used to induce 


members to aid in securing the passage of a bill to extend |) 


Colt’s patent for seven years; and also whether money Has 
been offered to members, or other illegal or improper means 


used, either directly or indirectly, to secure the passage of | 


any bill through Congress; and that said committee shall 
have power to send for persons and papers, with authority 
Ww examine witnesses on oath. 


Mr. SEWARD. 


I desire to move. 
Mr. WALSH. 
the introduction of the resolution. 
Mr. LETCHER. I would’be glad if the gen- 


tleman would withdraw his objection, and let the | 


resolution pass. 
Mr. WALSH. p 
me that he seriously believes anything will grow | 
out of it, | will withdraw my objection. 
Mr. LETCHER. 


that something of that sort should be done, I | 
should not have offered it. 
Mr. WALSH. I withdraw the objection. 


question on the adoption of the resolution. 

The previous question received a second. 

Mr. SEWARD. [hope the resolution will be 
modified, so as to embrace as well those opposed | 
to the extension of the patent as those who are in | 
its favor. 

Mr. LETCHER. Iam for making it as broad | 
as gentlemen want it. 

Mr. SEWARD. Let all be embraced. 

_Mr. LETCHER. f will fill the blank with | 
the word “ five,” and I will also modify the 
amendment by adding “ or defeat”’ after the word 
** passage,’ where it occurs. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, 
and nays upon the adoption of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. PRATT. hope the resolution will pass | 
unanimously. 

The main question was then ordered. 

Mr. SEWARD. 
sideration of the resolution until Tuesday next. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. te 
Tennessee, in the chair.) ‘That motion is not in | 
order, the main question having been ordered. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. 
move to lay the resolution upon the table? 

The SPEAKER. That motion would be in 


order. 

Mr. SEWARD. Would it be in order for me | 
to make any remarks? 

The SPEAKER. It would not be. 

Mr. JONES. Well, I will take the responsi- | 
bility of moving to lay the resolution upon the | 


I call for the yeas | 


table, because 1 do not believe it will amount to | 
anything. | 


e question taken on Mr. Jones’s mo- |, 
tion; and it was didkgreed to. \| 
The question recurring oh the adoption of the | 


resolution, it was put, and the résolution was 
agreed to. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, 6f' Illinois, moved to | 


I now ask leave to intro- | 


They are, in gen- | 


members be ap- | 


I hope there will be no objec- | 
tion to the resolution, or to the amendment which || 


I have specifically objected to | a bnilding at San Francisco for the use of the | 


|| appraisers, and to enable them promptly and cor- 


If the gentleman will assure | 


If I had not supposed that | 
it was due to this House, and due to the country, || 


1 move to postpone the con- |) 


ones, of || 


Is it in order to || 


|| House do now adjourn. 

|| _ The motion was agreed to; and, thereupon, (at 
| four o’clock, p. m.,) the Elouse adjourned until 
| Monday, at twelve o’clock, m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, July 10, 1854. 


_ by Rev. Henry Suicer. 
The Journal of Saturday wasread and approved. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. J 


————— = . 
|| Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I move that the | 


| 
} 


|| employés of the legislative department of the 


uly 10, 


— 


employees of. the legislative department of 4, 
Government, and to prohibit the allowance of the 
usual extra compensation to such as receive . 
benefits thereof.”’ ; . 
Several Mempens. Read the resolution. 
The Clerk reported the resolution, as fo, 


Resolved, That the officers, clerks, messengers : 


sand Other 
Govern 


|| shall be paid an increased compensation of twen, 


The SPEAKER appointed the following gen- | 


tlemen the select committee under the resolution | i 1 
|| person whose eompensation was increased by the act» 


adopted on Saturday last, upon-the use of im- 
|| proper means to influence the votes of members: 
Messrs. Letcuer, Tuurstron, Crowveman, T. D. 
Evrot, Eppy, Curtine, and Zotiicorrer. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Treasury Department, con- 
| taining copies of letters addressed to that Depart- 


|| cent. upon the compensation naw received b 
The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 


| June, 1855, be hereby appropriated out of an 


| lution: dnd provided further, That the usual ext 


: ¥ them res 
ively ; and the messengers and public folders of the hee 


of Representatives shall not receive less than is allowed 

the messengers of the Senate, of the same class; ayeh M 
creased compensation to commence from the Ist of July, 
1853; and that a sum sufficient to pay the same io the Soy 


’ bs y money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated: Provided, That». 


proved April 22, 1854, shall be benefited by this joint rec, 


. ; Ta Com. 
pensation shall not hereafter be allowed to any pene 
receiving the benefit of this joint resolution. 


The SPEAKER. The question ia on orderip 


_ the rules of the House to be suspended, so ag, 


ment by S.J. Briggs, general appraiser of the || 
| Pacific coast, O. P. Sutton, and, P. S. Roach, the | 


| legal appraisers for the port of San Francisco, 
| and also a memorial from the merchants of that 
place, asking the erection by the Government of 


rectly to discharge their duties in presenting an 
estimate of the value of imported merchandise. 


| and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
of the House to what has usually beet treated as 
| a question of privilege. As the Clerk read over 


day last. 


It will be remembered by the House 


my expression of opinion ought not, of course, to 


Although | he moved to suspend the rules. 


permit the introduction of the joint resolution jus, 
read. a 

Mr. WALSH. On that question I ask for jh, 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I demand tellers 


| on ordering the yeas and na 


8. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Campsey, , 


'and Prarr were appointed, 


The House was then divided; and the tellers 


| reported 31 in the affirmative, (a sufficient nym. ° 
On motion by Mr, LATHAM, the communi- || 
cation was referred to the Committee of Ways 


I rise to call the attention | 


ber.) 
So the yeas and nays were ordered, 
The Clerk then commenced calling the roll, 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, (when his name 


|| was called,) said: It is rather late in the day 
| make a question of order, but I understand tha 


influence me, and I suppose it would not, yet I* 
think it would be more.satisfactory to others that | 


|, some other gentleman should be appointed in my 


place, inasmuch as I might be looked upon as 


standing in the light of a prosecutor, or one who . 2 ~ ; 
|| ers”? were not in the original resolution. 


made the charge. I hope, therefore, that the 
House will allow the Speaker to substitute an- 
other gentleman in my place. 


For a week or so | 


, L-have been quite unwell, although for that reason | 
alone | would not decline serving upon the com- || 


mittee; yet I think it due that the report of the 


by me on Saturday last. I hope the House will 


|| see the propriety of excusing me, and allowing 
|| the Speaker to appoint another gentleman in my 


place. 


| there were—ayes 79, noes not counted. 


|, committee should come from persons who have | 
|| not expressed any — upon the point made 


| 


| 


| 


the Journal, I observed that my name was placed || the resolution which was reported at the Clerk’s 
|| upon the investigating committee raised on Satur- | 
Mr. WENTWORTH. I call for the previous || 


| that I expressed a very decided opinion that cer- | 
‘| tain facts and allegations were ‘true. 


| desk this morning, and upon which we are now 


voting, is not the one which was offered by the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cvans) 
two weeks ago,and for the introduction of which 


Mr. CURTIS. 
resolution. 

Mr. JONES. Have not words been interpo- 
lated into the resolution ? 

Mr. CURTIS. The words ‘and public fold. 


It is not exactly the same 


Mr. JONES. And they have been interline 
since the resolution was offered. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I suggest, 
that inasmuch as it is stated by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania that there has been, by some 
rneans or other, I do not know what, an interpo- 


| lation of some words into the resolution since he 
| presented it two weeks since, which were not in- 


tended to be there, that the vote be taken over 


| again. 


The question was taken; and, on a division, | 


So Mr: Ciuiveman was excused from service on | 


the committee of investigation. 


| the subject of that proposition there is a question | 


oe weter-peoting overisince iat Monday week: | the fact that the clerks, at least, are not to beac 


The chair was then temporarily occupied by an- 
| other gentleman; and the present occupant can 


} 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I ask if 
the resolution was not read to the House this 
morning, and if we are not voting to suspend the 


| rules for the purpose of introducing the resolution 
|| which was read ? 


The SPEAKER. There is a proposition pend- || 


|| ing to suspend the rules of the House, and on || not recollect of the occurrence of any such cast 


| paper. The gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mt, 


not, asa matter of course, know of himself the | 


facts connected with the case. The Chair is, 
however, informed by the Clerk, that the gentleman 


being entered, for the reason that a giérum—as || 
The Chair would | 


he'assumed—was not present. 
inquire whether or not the fact could: have been 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I made that point, 


| Elouse,'as to there being a quorum present? 
| and ‘lam very confident that there was not a 


reconsider the vote by which the resolution was | quorum present. [ think that that would befound 
adopted, and also moved to Jay the motion to | to be the opinion of every gentleman in the House 


reconsider on the table; which latter motion was 
agreed to. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
Am e was received from the Senate by 
Assury Dickins, Esq., its Secretary, informing 
the House that the Senate had passed ‘An act 
making appropriations for the construction of cer- 
tain military s in the Territories of Nebraska 
end Washington,” and twenty-two bills of a pri- 
vate character. 


atthe time, ifit can be now recollected. 
The SPEAKER. The question is a very 
curious one. 
Mr. JONES. 
| that I thade. 


PAY OF LEGISLATIVE EMPLOYEES. . 
The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) Then the 
question is on suspending the rules for the pur- 

pose of introducing the following proposition; * 
joint resolution to fix the compensation of the 


1 withdraw the question of order 


from Tennessee {Mr. Jonrs]} objected to the motion || 


| 
} 
| 


| 
} 
} 


| 


The SPEAKER. The resolution was read. 
This is rather a singular case, and the Chair does 


before. The Chair asks the House to recollect 
cused of having made the interpolation upon th 


Curtis,] as a matter of course, supposed that be 


‘had the right to modify the resolution. Thal 


right, under the circumstances, and under the 
rule, he would not have, It is true that, under the 
rules of the House, the mover of a proposilio 


may modify it before the House has acted upot 


known to the Chair on that occasion, or to the i 


it. 
| Mr, CAMPBELL, (interrupting.) But [ w- 


derstand the gentleman from Pennsylvania doe 


not propose to offer the resolution in the form 


which it is presented now. If that is the cas, 
the vote which is beirg taken amounts to nothing: 
certainly not. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Not atall. [ut 
derstand that the resolution was offered from_ the 
Committee on Accounts; and since it was offered 
here, it has not been before that committee to be 
altered by them. 24 

The SPEAKER. The decision of the Chair's 
that a single member of a committee has no author- 
ity to alter a report himself, without the authority 
of thecommittee. It is also true that, after 8 ™> 
tion has been made to suspend the rules for the 
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Par roper to withdraw that matter; but it is also 
ae that the resolution, as it now stands, was 
read, and put to the House as the thing to be of- 
fered, if the rules were suspended. The Chair is 
not aware that any wrong has been done to any 
one in reference to It, 

Mr. CAMPBELL. [understand that the gen- 
eman from Pennsylvania does not propose to 
ofer this resolution as it has been reported, if the 
rules are suspended. . 

The SPEAKER. Was the resolution, as read 
this morning, a different paper from the one pre- 
sented two weeks ago? . 

Mr. CURTIS. The printed resolution was the 
one | offered two weeks ago, and in reference to 
that 1 supposed the vote was being taken now. | 
do not propose to add the words ‘* public folders,”’ 
and by no act of the committee, or of myself, 
have these words been interpolated. { propose 
the resolution as I offered it two weeks ago, and 
as it then stood. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania denies having placed those words. there. 
The clerks say they did not put them there, and 
there can be no doubt of the fact, in the opinion 
of the Chair, that the clerks state the fact cor- 
rectly. He has had too much intercourse with 
them to doubt the correctness of their statement. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I desire to say 
a word of explanation. I did notintend to imply 
that any clerk of this House made the interpola- 
tion; but, having understood from the gentleman 


from Pennsylvania that those words were put | 


there without his consent, or the knowledge of 
the committee, I thought it proper that the House 
should know it; and | intended to suggest that, by 
unanimous consent, inasmuch as some members 
have voted against the resolution in consequence 


of the alteration, the vote should be taken over | 


again. 
done. 

Mr. WALSH. It appears that there has been 
some wrong committed here, and [ should like to 
know who has been guilty of the wrong. If it 

has been done deliberately, it is a disgrace to who- 
ever has been guilty of it, and we ought to know 
who it is. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. There is no difficulty 
in getting along in this matter. If any gentleman 
has voted under a misapprehension, after the roll 
has been called he can change his vote. 

The SPEAKER. It will be for the House to 
take such action upon it as they choose. Other- 
wise the Chair will order the call of the roll to be 
continued. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. This resolution 
was reported from the Committee on Accounts; 
and it is not in the form in which it was reported. 
The gentleman may say that he will modify his 
resolution, but the Chair will also sustain me in 
the proposition that the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania could not modify it, it not having been 
80 reported: 

Then no power could alter or modify the res- 
olution except the House, unless it went back to 
the committee, and received their action. This is 
not the resolution which was reported by the 
Committee on Accounts, and I submit, therefore, 
that there is nothing before the House upon which 

it can act. 
_Mr. CURTIS. 1 will state that the word pub- 
lie folders is in the resolution without my consent, 
and evidently without the consent of the Com- 
mittee on Accounts, which reported the resolu- 
tion. The resolution reported from that commit- 
tee is the one which | offered, and is the one which 
I supposed the yeas and nays were being called 
upon, until my attention was called to ita moment 
ago. I have not offered the resolution with that 
alteration, and I suppose the resolution, as offered 
by the committee, is the one upon which the mo- 
nee to suspend the rules to introduce is being 
en. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire to ask asingle 
question. Is the resolution which has been read 
at the Clerk’s desk the same as that reported by 
the Committee on Accounts, with the exception 
of the alteration which has been indicated ? 
_ The SPEAKER. The Chair understandsthat 
it is the same. 
_Mr. RICHARDSON. Then I do not see any 
difficulty in relation to the matter. We are still 


I ask that, by general consent, it may be 


' 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
j 
| 
| 
| 
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ose of introducing a particular matter, it is voting upon the resolution reported by the com- 


mittee. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I understand the 
committee reported the printed resolution, and 
that all the written manuscript contained in it has 
been added. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman is mistaken. 


The written manuscript was added by order of 
the Committee on Accounts, with the exception of 
the single insertion of ** public folders.” 

Mr. SMITH. I have had it intimated to me 


| that those words have been eeery interpolated 


by some one having no control over the resolu- 





tion, and I think, therefore, the resolution should | 


be recommitted to that committee. If it be in 
order, I will make that motion. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the roll 
must be called through, and it will be in the power 


| of the House to take such action as they may 


| unanimous cgnsent. 


think proper. 
Mr. SMITH. Itis in order to recommit by 

I ask the unanimous con- 

sent of the House to recommit the resolution. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the 


entleman that the resolution is not before the | 


Louse at all. The motion upon which the vote is 
being taken is to suspend the rules to introduce it. 


When the rules shall have been suspended, it will | 
| then be in order to move to recommit. 


Mr. SMITH: 


| osition. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I rise to a 
question of order. The chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Accounts states to the House that these 


1 will then withdraw the prop- | 


| words have been interpolated without his consent, | 


and without the consent of hiscommittee. They 
have, therefore, been interpolated without any 
proper authority. And | ask whether they must 


not be stricken out by the Clerk, as a matter of | 


course. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks he has the | 


right to order them to be stricken out. 

Mr. STANTON. Well, sir, I raise that point 
of order, and ask that the Speaker shall order 
them to be stricken out. 

Mr. WALSH. I hope not. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I ask what injury 
will be done by allowing the vote to be taken 
upon the resolution as it now stands? Letustake 


the vote, and get the resolution regularly before | 
It will then be competent for us to || 


the House. 
recommit, if it shall be deemed desirable. 


The SPEAKER. TheChair thinks that when | 


alterations have been made improperly in a bill 


| or resolution before the House, it is his business 
| to see that a correction is made; and he will 
| therefore order that the words which have been 


interpolated into this resolution shall be stricken 
out. They are improperly, unlawfully there, 
and must be stricken out. The clerks, perhaps, 


| would do well hereafter to keep all papers belong- 


ing to the desk within their own possession. 





Mr. WALSH. Can the words be stricken out | 
without the House knowing by what means and | 
| by whom they were inserted? 


The SPEAKER. That may be the subject of 


| proper inquiry hereafter. 








Mr. WALSH. 
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| ter, Clingman, Cobb, Cox, Craige, John G. Davis, Eastman, 


John M. Elliott, Ellison, Fuller, Grow, Hastings, Haven, 
Hibbard, Houston, Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, George W. 
Jones, Kittredge, Letcher, Lilly, McMullin, McQueen, 
Millson, Morrison, Murray, Noble, Orr, Parker, Bishop 
Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Pratt, Richardson, Roffin, Sage, 
Seymour, Shaw, William Smith, Jobn J. Tayler, Trout, 
and Walsh—46. 

So (two thirds voting in favorthereof) the rules 
were suspended, and the resolution was intro- 
duced. 

Mr. CURTIS. I move the suspension of the 
133d rule, which requires that-all bills and joint 
resolutions appropriating money from the Trene- 
ury shall have their first consideration in the 
acme of the Whole on the state of the 

pnion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I demand the yeas 
and nays on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. OLDS. 1 demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Jones, of 
Louisiana, and Cox, were appointed. 

The question was taken on Mr. Curris’s mo~- 
tion, and it was decided in the affirmative—ayes 
10f, noes 44; two thirds voting in the affirmative. 

So the rule requiring the joint resolution to have 
its first consideration in the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union was suspended. 

Mr. CURTIS obtained the floor. 

Mr. SYANTON, of Kentucky. I appeal to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania to yield me the 
floor for a single moment. 1 proposs toadd after 
the word ‘‘ messengers,”’ in the third line, the 
words ‘*and the watchmen on the Capitol exten- 
sion. 

1 desire to state that these two persons, employed 
as watchmen upon the ov of the Capitol, per- 
form precisely the same duties, and are placed 
under the same obligations and responsibilities 
that the watchmen are who attend to the Capitol 
itself. They superintend the unds, and do 

recisely the same duties, for which they receive 

ut two dollars aday. If theirnames are inserted 
in this resolution, they will receive an additional 
compensation of only twenty per cent. more thah 
what they now receive. I hope the amendment 
[I have offered will be adopted, and then I shall 
vote cheerfully for it. 

Mr. CURTIS. For that purpose alone I am 
willing to yield the floor. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Can such an ar- 
rangement be made without general consent? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania may yield the floor for any specific pur- 
or he may yield the floor altogether. 

Mr. STANT N. 1 have no purpose in view 
but to submit the amendment I have suggested. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Is the bill open to 
amendment? 

The SPEAKER. The bill is open to aniend- 
ment; but the gentleman from Pennsylvania is 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. SMITH. I wish to know if the previous 
question has been demanded? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 


| sylvania has not demanded the previous question, 


We may have appropriations | 


of untold thousands inserted into bilis in the same | 


way. Perhaps we have. 


he words were stricken out by the Clerk, | 


under the Speaker’s order. 
The call of the roll was then finished; and the 


| question was decided in the affirmative—yeas 111, 


nays 46; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Allen, | 


Willis Allen, Appleton, Ashe, Banks, Belcher, Bell, Ben- 


nett, Benson, Bridges, Bugg, Catnpbell, Caruthers, Chand- | 


ler, Chrisman, Clark, Corwin, Cumming, Curtis, Cutting, 


| Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dent, Dick, Dickinson, Eddy, 


Edgerton, Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, Everhart, Farley, 
Fenton, Florence, Franklin, Giddings, Green, Greenwood, 
Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Hatris, Harrison, Hendricks, 
Henn, Hill, Hillyer, Howe, Hughes, Johnson, J, Glancy 
Junes,Kerr, Knox, Kurtz, Lamb, Latham,Lindsley,MeCal- 
loch, McDougall, McNair Mace, Macy, Matteson, Maurice, 
Maxwell, May, Mayall, M 

Norton, Olds, Preston, Puryear, Ready, Reese, Thomas 
Ritchey, Robbins, Rogers, Rowe, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, 
Seward, Shower, Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. Smith, William 
R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Prederick P. Stanton, 

ard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Straub, An- 


iddleswarth, Morgan, Nichols, | 


Rich- | 


drew Stuart, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurs- | 


ton, Tweed, Upham, Vail, Vansant, Wade, Walbridge, 


Zollicoffer—11 1. 


NAYS—Messrs. Bocock, Boyce, Breckinridge, Carpen- I 


nor has he signified his purpose in obtaining the 
floor. 

Mr. DENT. I ask the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania to yield me the floor, that 1 may offer an 
amendment, which I desire to bave read for the 
information of the House. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania yield the floor to the gentleman from 
Kentucky, or the gentleman from Georgia? 

Mr. CURTIS. At present I do not feel inclined 
to yield the floor for any purpose. 
previous qnestion. 

Mr. SAGE. ILhope it will be voted down. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I ask for tell- 
ers on seconding the previous question. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Campse.y 
and Asne were appointed. 

The Pouse was divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 76, noes 63. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

The main question was then ordered to be put, 


I move the 


| being upon ordering the joint resolution to be en- 


grossed and read a third time. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to lay the 


|| resolution on the table. 
Wailey, Eliibu B. Washburne, Israel. Washburn, Wells, I} 
John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, and || 


Mr. PRATT demanded the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
Mr. WALSH called for tellers. 
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Tellers were not ordered. 
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extenso, and Jet us know exactly what those other | 


The question was then taken on Mr. Jones’s | purposes are. They may be the most important 


motion; and it was disagreed to. 
The joint resolution was then ordered to be en- 
“usd and read a third time;and being engrossed, 
it was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. CURTIS. I move the previous question 
upon the passage of the resolution. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Is it in order to movea 
single verbal amendment? If we are to legislate, 
it seems to me we should doitin English. Now, 
sir, there is no such word in the English language 
as ‘* employé.”’ 

The SPEAKER, 
at this stage of the resolution, even to save the 
King’s English. 

Mr. SAGE. 
the passage of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 120, nays 52; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Allen, 
Willis Allen, Appleton, Ashe, Thomas H. Bayly, Banks, 
Beicher, Bell, Bennett, Benson, Bliss, Bridges, Brooks, 
Bugg, Campbell, Caruthers, Chamberlain, Chandler, Chris- 
man, Clark, Cook, Corwin, Cumming, Curtis, Cutting, 
"Rhomas Davis, Dawson, Dent, Dick, Dickinson, Disney, 


Eddy, Eagpen, Ranends, Edmundson, ‘Thomas D. El- | 


liou, Everhart, Farley, Fenton, Florence, Franklin, Gid- 
dings, Green, Greenwood, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. 
Harris, Harrison, Hendricks, Henn, Hill, Hillyer, Howe, 


Latham, Lindsley, McCulloch, McDougall, McNair, Mace, 


Macy, Maurice, Maxwell, May, Mayall, Middieswarth, | 
Nichols, Noble, Norton, Olds, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, || 
| and nays. 
Upon the demand for the yeas and nays, a di- | 
| vision being had, there were—ayes 26, noes 74; 
| no quorum voting. 
| Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio, demanded tellers; || 
| which were ordered; and Messrs. Harris, of Ala- 
| bama, and CHAMBERLAIN, were appointed. 
The question was taken; and the tellers reported 


Powell, Preston, Ready, Reese, David Ritchie, Thomas 
Ritehey, Robbins, Rogers, Rowe, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, 
Seward, Shannon, Shower, Singleton, Gerrit Smith, Sam- 
vel A. Smith, George W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Straub, 
Andrew Stuart, David Swart, John L. Taylor, Tweed, 
Upham, Vail, Vansant, Wade, Walbridge, Walley, Ellihu 
B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, John Went- 
worth, Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, Wheeler, and 
Vates—120. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bocock, Boyce, Breckinridge, Carpen- 
ter, Chastain, Clingman, Cobb, Cox, Craige, John G. 
Davis, Eastman, Ellison, English, Flagler, Fuller, Goode, 
Grow, Hastings, Haven, Hibbard, Houston, Daniel T. 
Jones, George Ww. Jones, Roland Jones, Kittredge, Knox, 


Letcher, Lilly, McMullin, McQueen, Matteson, Millson, \] 


Morrison, Murray, Orr, Parker, John Perkins, Phelps, 
Phillips, Pratt, Puryear, Richardson, Ruffin, Sage, Sey- 
Walsh, Daniel B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—52. 

So the joint resolution was passed. 


Mr. CURTIS. I rise to a privileged question. 
I move to reconsider the vote by which the reso- 


lution was passed, and to lay the motion to recon- 


sider upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


ADDITIONAL REVENUE CUTTERS. 


Mr. FULLER. Circumstances make it neces- || 


sary that I should leave the city at five o’clock this 


afternoon, and | would therefore ask the unanimous || 
consent for leave to introduce the resolution which || 


I send to the Clerk’s desk. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 


itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 


TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine | 


is upon the floor, and asks for leave to introduce 
a resolution, which will be read for information. 

Mr. JONES. Mine is a privileged motion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine 
may also wish to submit a privileged motion. 

Mr. WALSH. I object to the proposition of 
the gentleman from Maine. 

r. FULLER. Then I move a suspension of 

the rules for the purpose I have indicated. 


lows: 


Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole on the state | 
of the Union be discharged from the further consideration 


of House bill No, 242. 
Cries of ‘‘ What is the bill?’’} 
r. FULLER. It is a bill which was reported 


3ist January last, from the Committee on Com- 


merce, and authorizes the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to build or purchase four additional revenue 
cutters, which are now much needed by the ser- 
vice. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill, as follows: 

House bill No. 242. A bill authorizing the pur- 
chase or construction of four additional revenue 
cutters, and for other purposes. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Read the bill in 


It is not in order to amend || 


I demand the yeasand nays upon | 


—a 
ee 


I move that the i 


The resolution was read for information, as fol- | 





| of the provisions of the bill. 


The bill was read in extenso. It appropriates 


$60,000 to enable the Secretary of the Treasury 
to cause to be built, or purchased, in such mode | 


as he may deem best for the public interest, four 


additional vessels of suitable size and construc- | 
tion, to be employed as revenue cutters on such | 
|| stations as the Secretary may designate; and also | 
| regulates and fixes the pay of the revenue marine. 

In explanation of the bill, I | 
| would ask the reading of the communication | 
| which I send to the Speaker. 


Mr. FULLER. 


Mr. WALSH. 


I object. 
Mr. JONES. 


I would suggest that the gentle- 


'man had better change the utle of his bill, and | 


make it read, ** A bill to increase the pay of the 


| revenue marine, and for other purposes.’’ 


Mr. FULLER. In reply to the gentleman 


| from Tennessee, I will say that the compensation 
| is only slightly increased and varied to suit the 


stations for which these cutters are designed. 


It 


is absolutely necessary that there should be an 
| increase of compensation on the western coast or 


ra . | Ful 
Pacific ocean, in order that we may get seamen | Vie. of the Whole was not suspended. 


on the Charleston and Texas station. 
Mr. JONES. 


The question was then taken; and, on division, 


| there were—ayes 82, noes 38. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 ask forthe yeas 


yes twenty-three. 
he SPEAKER. It 
‘he Chair will now proceed to ascertain whether 
there is a quorum present. 


} 
One hundred and forty-four gentlemen were as- 


mour, Shaw, John J. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Trout, || certained to be prenens.. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that there 


|| certainly is a quorum in the House, and as only 
twenty-three gentlemen voted in the affirmative | 
| upon the demand for the yeas and nays, they are 
| not ordered. 
Mr. JONES. Twenty-six gentlemen voted for 
the yeas and nays at first, and twenty-three voted | 
|| for them afterwards in the vote by tellers. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair waived the count, | 


and ordered tellers. It was not very regular to do 
it. If he had followed the rules, he would have 
ascertained at once whether there was a quorum 
when the House divided by standing. 


Mr. FULLER. <I now move to suspend the }) 
rule by which a bill making an appropriation of 
| money is required to be first considered in Com- 
| mittee of the Whole. 


I will explain what my object is. If the rules 
be suspended, I intend then to move the previous 
wena on the passage of the bill, after having 
the report read merely. This will take up very 


| little time 

The SPEAKER. The question, regularly, || 

| would be on discharging the committee from the 
further consideration of the bill. 


Mr. FULLER. Well,1 make the motion that 


| the committee be so discharged. 
The question was taken; and it was so ordered. | 


The SPEAKER. The question is now on the 
proposition made by the gentlenian from Maine, 
which is, that the rule requiring this bill, contain- 
ing, as it does, an appropriaton, to be first con- 
sidered in Committee of the Whole, shall be sus- 
pended. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. COBB. | ask for tellers on ordering the 
yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Perkins, of 
New York, and Vai, were appointed. 7 

The House was divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes twenty-seven—over one fifth. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and there were 
—yeas 87, nays 62; as follows: 


On that motion 


I do not controvert the gentle- | 
man, but | suppose the provision for increase of || 


|| compensation is the most important part of the || 
| bill. 


Hughes, Johnson, J. Glancy Jones, Kerr, Kurtz, Lamb, || 


} 
is not one fifth of a 
quorum, and the yeas and nays are not ordered. || 


} 
| 
| 
} 
} 
' 


July 10, 


| 
|| _ YEAS—Messrs. Appleton, Ashe, Banks, B. 
Bliss, Bocock, Breckinridge, Chamberlain, Ghandi c 
| tain, Clark, Clingman, Cook, Cox, Cutting, Phomas Da 
Dick,Dickinson, Disney, erton, Edmands, Edmundan’ 
Thomas }). Eliot, John M. Eltiott, Ellison, Everhart F 
ley, Fenton, Florenee, Fuller, Green, Aaron Harlan 8 _ 
son W. Harris, Haven, Henn, Hibbard, Hill, Ingerso}} jae 
|| son, Roland Jones, Knox, Kurtz, Latham, Lindsley >: 
Dougall, McNair, Maxwell, May, Mayall, Norton Olds 
Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peckham, Phelps, Phillips Prest P 
Puryear, Ready, Reese, Thomas Ritchey, Robbins Roge, 
Russell, Sabin, Sage, Seward,Seymour, Shannon ‘Show. 
Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, Genny 
W. Smyth, Frederiek P. Stanton, Stratton, David gy 
John L. Taylor, Upham, Vansant, Waibridge, Wale? 
Elliha B. Washburne, Wells, John Wentworth, and Te 
| pan Wentworth—87. » 
NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C, Allen 
Belcher, Bennett, Boyce, Bridges, Brooks, Campbell, (s,” 
penter, Cobb, Corwin, Craige, John G. Davis, Dent East 
man, Eddy, English, Giddings, Goode, Greenwood, Grow, 
Harrison, Hastings, Hillyer, Houston, Danie) T. Jon.’ 
| George W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Kittredge, Letcher 
| Lilly, McCulloch, McMullin, McQueen Mauriee, Mid. 
dieswdrth, Millson, Morgan, Murray, Packer, Parker 
Bishop Perkins. John Perkins, Powell, Pratt,David Ritehi,. 
Ruffin, Sapp, Shaw, Andrew Stuart, Nathaniel G. Tayioy’ 
| Trout, Vail, Wade, Walsh, Wheeler, Danie) B. Wrigh; 
and Zollicoffer—R2. 


So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 
rule requiring the bill to be considered in Com. 


IMPROVEMENT OP CAPE FEAR RIVER, 


Mr. ASHE. 1 offer the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the rules of the House be Suspended, 


| and that the Committee of the Whole House be discharged 


from the further consideration of Senate bill No, 9p, 
making an appfbpriation for the removal of obstructions 
from the mouth of Cape Fear river. 

Mr. COBB. 
tion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Crmemay, 
| and Harris, of Alabama, were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 106, noes 13. 

So the rules were suspended. 

The question was then 7 upon the motion to 
|| discharge the committee from the further consid- 
| eration of the bill; and it was agreed to. 

The bill was then read by its title, as follows: 
|| An act making appropriation for the improve. 
|| ment of the Cape Fear river, North Carolina. 


‘| Mr. ASHE. I movetosuspend the rule which 
| requires this bill to be first considered in the Con- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
The question was taken, and (two-thirds voting 
in favor thereof) the rule was suspended. 
| The question recurred on ordering the bill toa 
|| third reading. 
| Mr. ASHE. Mr. Speaker, the best return! 
| can make to the House for the generous vote they 
| have given me in taking up this bill, and in die 
| charging the Committee of the Whole from its con- 
| sideration, will be the extreme brevity of the re 
marks I shall submit upon its merits. | wil 


1 ask for tellers on that resoly. 


Teall for the yeas 


| dispense with the reading of the memorial of the 
|| citizens of Wilmington, presented by me, under 
| the rule, in"the early part of the session; but I will 
| read the resolutions unanimously adopted by the 
largest convention ever assembled in that Ste, 


| representing, as it did, the chief interest of the 


|| State. This convention was presided over by 


his Excellency, the Governor of the State, Ho. 
David S. Reid: 


|  § Resolved, That the General Government, by the erte- 
| tion of jetties on Oak Island for the protection of the fr 
| tifications there, and the consequent washing away of the 
sands upon the opposite point of Bald Head, and their de- 
posit upon the main bar of Cape Fear, has been the cause 
of great and lasting injury to the ecommerce of North Car 
olina. 

‘¢ Resolved, therefore, That we may rightly appeal ' - 
Government, and we do appeal to it by all the claims ° 
magnanimity and justice, to unde what it has done to our 
injury, and to restore what it has taken from us. P 

‘* Resolved, That, in the judgment of this convention.t . 
improvement of the Cape Fear, by closing of the te 
Inlet, is a work national in its character, constitution’ ly 
unobjectionable, feasible, ata cost far below com 
with the benefit of its results, of equal importance '° : 
ship-owner and underwriter of the North, and the merchast 

farmer of the South, and of vital necessity to the voy 
mercial interests of this State; and, moreover, tbat 
would obviate, at a great saving of expense to the Gover 
ment, all necessity for completing the plan already adopted, 
and as yet but partially executed, for the fortification 
defense of Cape Fear harbor.” 


I will also mention thats indepen’ ¢ a 
highly respectable appeals to the justice 
reat favor of this work, the last Legislature 
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of North Carolifft unanimously adopted resolu- 
tions instructimg their representatives to urge 
upon Congress its execution. These are strong 
appeals; too strong, I hope, to be disregarded by 
this body. Before I more fully enter into my 
arguments,| will dispose of one or too preliminary 
objections which may be urged against the pas- 
save of the bill. It will be doubtless inquired 
why, if this work is of so much importance, did 
the Committee on Commerce report adversely to 
the passage of the bill? In reply to this objection, 
| feel authorized to state that the adverse report 
of the committee was not founded upon any want 
of merit in the bill, but upon the fact that the 
committee had determined to report a general 
river and harbor bill, and for that reason a ma- 
jority of its members thought it would be incon- 
gruous to report a separate and distinct bill for 
any work whatever. The honorable chairman 
informed me, in the presence of the committee, 
that this work appealed more strongly to the jus- 
tice of Congress than any other they had before 
them. As evidence that this was the feeling of 
the committee, | am informed that there ts a lib- 
eral appropriation for this very work contained 
in the general bill which they have reported. 

It may be, then, inquired why did I not con- 
sent to make this a portion of the general bill? 
Why make an exception in favor of this work? 
If the memorial had been read, the House would 
have observed that this work is now being carried 
on by funds raised by private subscriptions. 
The former appropriation made by Congress had 
been exhausted, and the works, being left in an 
unfinished state, were exposed to daily destruc- 
tion; and, to avoid that misfortune, the patriotic 
and enterprising citizens of Wilmington raised 
such an amount of money asthe officers in charge 


of the work reported was necessary to continue | 


its execution until the end of the fiscal year. 
That time has now elapsed, and yet this gen- 
eral bill has not been acted upon; and if this bill 
is not soon passed, another draft must be made 
upon the patriotism and enterprise of my people. 


I would submit that in this there would be neither | 


fairness nor justice. Hence my unwillingness to 
defer this measure until a general bill could be 
passed. Some of my Democratic friends may 
ask, why not resort to tonnage duties in order to 
raise the amount required? In reply to this ques- 
tion, I will state, thatif there existed any reason- 
able hope that Congress would authorize the lay- 
ing of such duties forthis purpose, | would prefer 


it; but your records will show that I have made | 
attempt after attempt to have this doge, but) 


always without success. Indeed, 1 know from 
experience, that if such a measure should pass 
this House, it would certainly fail in the Senate. 
Then, this resource being closed, what other alter- 


native is left to us but an appropriation by Con- 
gress ? 


Some of my friends, knowing my strong oppo- | 


sition to any enlargement of the powers of the 
Federal Government, may be surprised at my ad- 
vocating a bill of this character; but I say to them, 
tha, I have never considered it an assumption of 
power on the part of the Government to under- 
take works national, or, more properly speaking, 
general in their character. Your revenue is de- 


rived from importations, and, as long as this is | 
done, so long is it your duty, in one way or an- | 


other, to remove such obstructions as necessarily 
impede or prevent importations. Why do you 


have buoys on your rivers; breakwaters on your | 


bays; beacons and light-houses on your coasts? 
All of these improvements rest upon the same 
principle; a principle, the strength of which must 
be acknowledged as long as your money is col- 
lected from importations. But, Mr. Speaker, an- 
other consideration presents itself to my mind, 


which has a strong, direct bearing on this ques- | 
he Government owns, and, as | 
a consequence, has exclusive jurisdiction of the | 


tion. It is this: 


localities where these improvements are being 


established; and I will submit, if the Federal Gov- 


ernment has not the power to carry them on, who 
has? The State of North Carolina has parted 
with her ownership, and, of course, she has no 
right. For this purpose she could notlay a stone 
or drive a pile without being a trezpasser upon soil 
over which the General Government has exclu- 
sive jurisdiction. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I will discuss the merits of 
the bill, and, if not much mistaken, I will be able 
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to chow the House, not only in a financial, but in 


a military point of view, its passage will be highly || btuminous, 


| important. Yes, sir, in the language of the En- | 
| gineer Department, that ** the work is thoroughly 

national.’’ I will read an extract from their report, 
| with the letter of Superintendent Bache, addressed | 
| to me upon this subject: 


EnGIneerR DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, } 
February 8, 1854. 

Str: In reply to the letterof Hon. T. J. D. Futrer, | 
| chairman of Committee on Commerce, House of Represent- | 
| atives, dated 6th instant, referred to this office for report, I | 
| have the honor to inclose herewith extracts from the letters 
| of Captain D. P. Woodbury, Corps of Engineers, dated Jan- 
| uary 23 and February 3, 1854, showing soe et mes made, 

up to this time, with the works for the impfuvement of the | 
Cape Fear bar, and their present condition. 

i regard the proposed improvement as practicable, and as 
an object of national importance. 

Mr. Fuller’s letter is returned herewith. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, JOS. GROTTEN B. BRIGHT, 

Onited States Engineer. 

| Hon. Jerrerson Davis, Secretary of War. 
| Coast Survey Orrice, July, 5, 1854. 

Dear Sir: In reply to your question as to the danger of | 
postponing action at the Cape Fear, I have the bhenor to | 
state, that the main bar is constantly deteriorating, aud 
that the longer the work is delayed, the more difficult it 
must be to remove the obstruction. Since the survey in 
1851, the main bar has shoaled nearly or quite two feet. | 
| The general tact is, that as the main bar shvuals, the west- | 
ern channel and the new inlet increase in depth, so that 
the channel, which it is desired to stop, the new inlet, in 
creases in depth, (by the bar being pushed further out to | 
sea,) while the main bar decreases, making bad worse! | 
Tov prompt measures cannot be taken to remedy this dis- | 
astrous state of things, The longer it is delayed, the greater | 
will be the cost; aud there is great risk that beyond a cer- 
tain point enterprise may be * too late.”’ 

Very respectfully, yours, A. D. BACHE. 

Hon. W. 38. Asue, House of Reps. 


Another report, from the same source, further | 
informs us that there was once over twenty feet | 
water on the Cape Fear bar, where now only nine 
or ten are found. This is indeed alarming, and 
brings immediately to our minds the question, will 
not our Government suffer in its revenue if these 
obstacles are allowed to increase, or to even | 
remain as they are? A glance at the situation of | 
that town will offer us a satisfactory solution of this 
question. There are now completed, or in rapid 
construction, six hundred miles of railroad, con- 
verging at Wilmington. In consequence of this 
improvement, we find the exports increasing | 
from $1,200,000 in 1840, to $6,000,000 in 1853; 
and, sir, the most prudent and sagacious of our | 
merchants calculate, that in five years after the 
completion of this improvement, its exports an- 
nually will amount to $15,000,000; but, of course, | 
Mr. Speaker, these calculations are based upon 
the removal of these obstructions at the bar. If | 
they are allowed to continue, the farmers of North 
Carolina will have to look elsewhere for a shipping | 
port, and that city, distinguished as it is for its 
patriotism and enterprise, will soon have ‘‘ its days || 
numbered.”’ | 

Our products heretofore have been shipped prin- | 
cipally coastwise. Every Atlantic State partici- | 
pates in our trade. Mainelooks to us for the best 
of her ship-building materials; Boston, New York, | 
Philadelphia, and Te llesates are dependent on us | 
for their naval stores. Sir, you cannot visit one 
of these cities without being struck with the great | 
contribution made by the trade of Wilmington 
to their wealth and prosperity. These cities are | 
fully aware of the importance of this trade, and 
hence each of them, [ believe, expressed its warm | 
solicitude in favor of these improvements at our | 
bar during the last session of Congress. But, Mr. || 
Speaker, whatever may have been the amount of || 
interest which those cities have had heretofore in || 
our trade, it will be but **as a mote to a beam’? | 
as to its future. In the single article of coal, it is | 
calculated that this interest will be immeasurably | 
increased. The city of New York has already || 
invested nearly a half of a million of dollars in our | 
coal fields. Boston is not much behind her in this | 
| 
| 
| 





new enterprise. This material, so necessary to 
individual comfort, to manufacturers, and to steam 
| navigation, will be soon poured into their markets 
'| in the greatest abundance, of a quality the very | 
| best, and at a price one half of what it now com- || 
mands. 1 have before me the reports of the most | 
|| eminent geologists, and they are replete with the | 
evidence of these facts; and if the House will | 
bear with mea moment, I will have their opinion || 





| 
i 


read. I will first read from Emmons’s report, our || 


State geologist. 


OBE. 


1655 


“ The two varieties of coal, the bituminous and semi- 
ing into anthracite, are Known in this coal 
ituminous is scarcely equalled for fineness 








field. The 


|| and excellency in this country, and it has been said by a 


genteman who is well acquainted with Liverpool coal, 
that it will burn twice as long. A direct comparison has 
not been made, to my knowledge, but that the assertion has 
much truth in it, I have no doubt. 

“The Deep River coal is, in the first place, quite free 
from smut; it does not soil the fingers but in a trifling de- 
gree. It burns freely, and forms a cake; or it undergoes a 
semi-fusion, and agglutinates, and forms a partially im- 
pervious hollow cake, within which combustion goes on 
fora long time. When a small pile of itis made upon the 
ground, it may be ignited by a match and a few dry leaves 
orsticks. Lt may be ignited in the blaze of a lamp or can- 
dle. The coal is, therefore, highly combustible, easily 
ignited, and burns with a bright flame like lightwood, fora 
long time. It may be burnt upon wood fire. It may be 
burnt in the common fire-place, and it is not a litte strange 
that gentiemen who have used it for many years, ina 
blacksmith’s forge, should not have used it in (heir par- 
lors, instead of green black oak. 

‘*Thia coal is adapted to all the purposes for which the 
bituminous coals are specially employed. Thus, for the 
manufacture of the carburretted hydrogen, for lighting 
streets and houses, there is no coal superior toit. It will 
require less expense for furnishing it, because it contains 
so little sulphur, from which sulphuretted hydrogen is 
formed. So, also, in the grate, it will be far less offensive, 
for the same reason. But, as itis rich in bitumen, it will 
furnish a large amount of gas, and that which is, compar- 
atively, pure. This advantage is one of great importance. 
It should also be stated that it furnishes an excellent cake, 
which may be used for manufacturing purposes; and as it 
is left very porous, it is ina condition to absorb a large 
quantity of the solution of cyanide of potassium; and 
hence, is well adapted to the work of reducing the metals. 
It is scarcely necessary to add, that itis admirably adapted 
to steamings, inasmuch as its flame is free ond Guan. 
For forge use, it is not surpassed by any coal in market; 
and for parlor grates, it is both pleasant, economical, and 
free from dirt. Ifa chimney has a poor draft, it is liable to 
the objection common to all coals of this kind—the escape 
of soot into the room.”’ 


Dr. Jackson is not less decided in his opinion 
as to the value of these coal fields. He saya: 


“The immediate object of this report, is to bring dis- 
tinctly into view theimportance of the coal mines of Deep 
River, which are destined to furnish no inconsiderable 
amount of fuel for steam navigation, and for various man- 
ufacturing establishments. 

‘<The existence of large beds of good bituminous coal, 
in a region accessible to boat navigation, isa matter of uni- 
versal congratulation ; and no one can at first fully appre- 
ciate the advantages that will ultimately arise from a dis- 
covery of this kind. North Carolinais therefore peculiarly 
fortunate in possessing such mines, 80 conveniently sit- 
uated. 

“ The excellent bituminous coals of Deep River will al- 
ways command the highest prices in the market, and I 
should advise that the best coals only should be sent toa 
distant market, and the poorer qualities be kept on the 
ground, to be used for driving the steam-engines of the 
works, and for local uses at steam saw-mills and forges, 
there being a large local demand for cheap coals.” 


All who have examined the situation of these 
coal fields, lying, as they do, immediately on the 
Cape Fear river, agree that coal can be delivered 


|, at the town of Wilmington, or any other point 


on tide water, at less than $2 50 per ton, 

Now, when we call to mind that the average 
price of coal ranges from six to seven dollars per 
ton in our northern cities, these extracts should 
satisfy their Representatives of the great advant- 
age the removals of the obstructions from our 
river would be to their immediate constituents. 
With a restoration of ee feet water on thebar 
vessels of such tonnage could engage in our coal 
trade, which would so cheapen its transportation, 
that Boston, in the way of fuel alone, would save 
annually $200,000; Providence, in Rhode Island, 
$100,000. The city of New York save to her con- 
sumers one half million of dollars worth of coal. 
But however important this new supply of coal 
may be to our northern cities, it is not a whit less so 
toourGovernment. Independent of its forges and 
work-shops, the Government consumes annually 
thirty thousand tons of coal on her steamships, and 
for which it pays seven dollars as primecost. Our 
coal can and will be delivered at the Government 
depots at two dollars per ton, thereby saving every 
year the sum of $150,000 to the Government. In 
order to satisfy the House I do not exaggerate 
the importance of these coal fields, | will read a 

ortion of the annual ents of the South Carolina 
North Eastern Railroad Company, wherein the 
President says: 

“ We cannot close without brief reference to the advant- 
age of a road from Chetaw to Raleigh, in North Carolina, 
so ‘deflected’ as to pass through the valuable coal forma- 
tions of that State. Ourrequirements for coal are daily in- 
creasing, and would be difficult to estimate tha value of 
Charleston as a market to those engaged in its supply, or 
the advantages to accrue to our road from its transporta- 
tion. Weare now entirely dependent upon foreign mar- 
kets and the cities north of us for our supply, which reaches. 
us with all the charges and profile of transportation, to. 








— 


which must be added the freight and expenses incurred 
upon ite arrival. We are informed that at this mowentthe | 
freight alone apon a ton of coal from Philadelphia is equiv- 
lent to the cost of transportation from the coal fields of | 
Nori Carolina to Charleston, ‘The article would thus be | 
furnished the consumer at the cost of mining, with the sin 
gie charge of one transportation.” 

But independent of the greater cheapness of 
this coal, another considerauon presents itself to 
my mind, whieh | would commend to the atten- 
tion of the House. Our commercial and naval 
steamers are now entirely dependent on foreign or | 
northern markets for their supply of fuel. In | 
case of a war with any maritime Power, what | 
would be our condition? Just suppose for a mo- | 
ment the mouth of the Chesapeake and Delaware 
blockaded, what possible use could you make of | 
your steamers? It is the dictate of a wise and 
prudent forecast to anticipate this crisis, by the 
establishment of a coal depot at Fort Johnson or 
Fort Caswell. You will have a southern as well 
as a northern supply. Hither of these localities, 
now belonging to the Government, offers every 
pos@ible advantage for a depot; and it appears to | 
me that this step is so eminently wise, that its bare | 
suggestion should insureits adoption. TheGov- | 
ernment spends thousands of dollars Sere to 
protect and preserve their naval timber. Why 
not a few thousands to place itself in the undis- | 
turbed possession of a supply of the best and 
cheapest coal yet brought to market? 

But as germane tothe military protection of my 
State, | will present to the House another view in 
which a certain portion of these works should be 
considered. We have two outlets for the Cape 
Fear river; the one at the main bar, thirty miles 
below Wilmington, the other known as New Inlet, 
but eighteen miles below. The engineer depart- 
ment has recommended the closing up of the Last, 
for the purpose of increasing the volume of water 
which would pass out at the main bar, thereby 
removing the sand shoals which have formed at 
that place; but this will not be the only advantage | 
resulting from the closing up of this inlet. In a 
military point of view, it will be highly important. 
With this inlet open, the whole trade of the south- 
ern and western portion of North Carolina would 
be exposed to any inroads an enemy might make 
upon us. The two forts erected at or near the 
mouth of the river would be useless for our pro- 
tection, as they are situated some nine orten miles | 
below the inlet, and, of course, through it small 
war steamers could easily pass, bombard, and 
destroy our property, and then return to the ocean 
with impunity. An hour’s sail would place us 
completely in their power. The War Department, | 
from » document I have here, appears to be fully | 
sensible of our great exposure, and, asa part of 
the plan of coast fortifications, recommended the | 
erection of a fort at this inlet. ‘This convention 
has recommended, in the place of a fort, that the | 
inlet should be closed up, which can be done at | 


less expense; and when once closed, there would |. 


be an end of all further expenditure. Neither 
soldiers nor munitions of war would have to be 
supplied. So the House will observe that the | 
closing up of this inlet will have a double effect: | 
that of increasing the volume of water passing out | 
of the main bar, and also insuring protection 
against a hostile invasion. 

I have now, Mr. Speaker, given the House such | 
facts as must impress it with the nationality of 
this work, and place it on the same footing as any 
other great improvement; but I would be doing 
much injustice to my constituents if I rested their | 
application on this basis alone. Sir, the first res- 
olution adopted by the convention referred to, | 
demands the completion of this work as an act of 
justice; they allege that you have caused their dif- 
ficulties, and that it is your duty to remove them. 
W hat is its language: 

“ Resolved, That the General Government by the erec- 
tion of jetties on Oak Island for the protection of the for. 
tifications there, and the consequent washing away of the 
sands upon the opposite point of Bald Head, and their 
deposit upon the main bar of Cape Fear, has been the 
cause of great and lasting injury to the commerce of North 
Carolina.” : 

By reference to this map which | hold in my 

8, kindly furnished me by the Coast Survey, 
I will show the justice of their complaint. 

In the year 1] or 1824, Fort Caswell was 
erected on this point of land, known as Oak 
Island; and, in a course of a few years, it was dis- 
covered that its foundation was being fast washed 
away by the force of the easterly winds, the only 





as to prevent this abrasion. The jetties were so 


l remedy was to run jetties out into the channel, os | 


constructed; they were run out from three to four | 


hundred feet. The remedy was complete. High 


dry land was formed around them as far as | 
they extended; but, as a consequence, our best 


and deepest channel was destroyed. 
1827 |, for the first time, made a sea trip; and it 
is my recollection that our vessel passed out of the 
river where there is, at present, high dry land. 
What has made the change? Then it was fifteen 
feet water; now itis dry land. Facts—which are 
‘‘ stubborn things ’’—clearly show the cause of 
the change. 


In the year | 


I will read a few letters from indi- | 


viduals of high character and respectability, whose | 


life business it has been to examine and to become 
acquainted with every change of the depth of 
water on the bar, and whose opinion upon such 
subjects must command the confidence of the 
House. The first letter which I will read is from 
Captains Bates and Lawson. These gentlemen 
have had charge of the Wilmington and Charles- 
ton boats for the last ten or fifteen years, and 
which occupation required them to pass and re- 
pass, two or three times weekly, over the bar. I 
will not consume the time of the House by read- 
ing the letter, but merely givea synopsis, 


| apply at the Coast Survey Office, you can obtai 


| Bald Head, a channel is being 


| rapidly. 


ion, derived from observations made by them | 


during the course of the last ten or fifteen years, 
that the impediments in the western channel have 
been chiefly caused by the building of the jetties 
to protect Fort Caswell. 

The next letter which I will read has been fur- 
nished me by the pilots of the bar. These gen- 
tlemen I know well, and believe each of them 
above stating anything but what is the truthful 
conviction of their mind: 


Smiruvitye, N. C., May 4, 1854. 

Dear Sir: Your letter to us, asking our opinions as to 
the effect of the Government works at Oak Island to -pro- 
tect the site at Fort Caswell, has bad upou the channel and 
the depth of water on the bar, we have to reply as fol- 
lows: 

The jetties opposite Fort Caswell were extended, in 
Psome cases, three or four hundred feet, and had a very 
decided effect in closing up the channel called the * Rip,” 


effect on the main bar has been gradually, but perceptibly, 
and certainly, to reduce the depth of water from fifteen to 
leas than ten feet. 

To show more clearly this effect, we will refer to the 
recently constructed jetties at Bald Head to protect that 
point and counteract the effect of the jetties referred to at 
Oak Island. The water has been deepened on the * Rip ”’ 


to about thirteen or fourteen feet at high tide, and is now | 


much better than the main bar. 

We have, most of us, been pilots here during the last ten, 
and some of us fifteen years, and are perfeetiy certain that 
the effect of the jettiegon Oak Island has been, as we have 
stated, toreduce the depth ot water on the bar at the mouth 
of the river, and in this opinion the pilots, so far as we 
know, unanimously concur. 

We have taken this method of replying to your letter, 


as thereis no difference ef opinion among us upon this | 


subject. 
We are, respectfully, your obedient servants, 

RicwHarp Dosuer, G. R. Suira, 
Joun W.Gatvoway, S. B. Davis, 
8. N. Gavtoway, Tuomas K. Dyer, 
James GuTHRIE, Cuarves G. Dosuer, 
J. B. Price, Danie. SMITH, 
James W. CLemmons. Repmonp Tay tor, 
James H. CurmMons, Lewis A. GaLLoway, 
Juciuos Dosner, J. A. Mason. 
James ARNOLD, 

Hon. W.S. Asue, M. C. 


I will now read a letter from General Alexander | 


MacRae, the president of the Wilmington and 


Roanoke Railroad Company, a gentleman who is | 


well known to many members of this Congress, 
and who, | state, though not educated as a civil 
engineer, yet, by long practice, stands second to 
but a few in the country: | 


Witmineton, May 3, 1854. 


the one usually taken by the Charleston steamers, and the | 





Dear Srr: You ask me for my opinion as. to the injuri- | 


ous effects produced by the jetties erected by the Govern- 
ment on Oak Island Point, to protect the beach from wash- 
ing away at Fort Caswell. In answer, I can only say, 
that it is the universal opinion of the pilots, whose life-long 
occupation it is to observe the channels of the river, and 
from my connection with the steamboat line from this place 
to Charleston for the last seventeen years the same option 
is forced upon me. At and previous tothe erection of these 
jetties, there was twelve feet at low water in the channel 
at Oak Island, and soon after their construction the chan- 
nel an to shoal, until our boats drawing six feet water 
grounded atlow water, and were, in consequence, frequent- 
ly detained from three to four hours waiting for the flood 
tide to float them. With such facts, | cannot believe 
otherwise than that these jetties were the cause of the 
filling up of the channel. The Oak Island channel, which 
was our best outlet, was within one hundred yards of the 
beach. The erection of the jetties had a tendency to ac- 
cumulate the sand between and around them, and as they 


| character of sand at our bars, were to 
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_ by every principle of justice to remedy the wrop 


| that the Government should be required to do ao; 
| and on the same principle it should remove the 


| that afew years since, when one of our war steam. 
| ers, the Missouri, was burnt and sunk in the har. 


| it to our own people? | am well aware thatsome 


| of this character done to his constituents, would 
| he not demand an immediate nfpieaing of a 


| regularly, punctually required to remove such 
They, || 


m answer to a letter of mine, state it as their opin- || consequence of the operations carried on at the 


| ise to the House, I move the previous question. 


| ported—ayes 79, noes 50. 
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extended to the channel, the shoal fi 
If you, or any one in the least acqua 


’ 
entirely acros 
om with the drifie 

and examine the 
works, you could readily see why the effect was 
To aid you, I will append a rough sketch of the 
Oak Isiand and jetties, and the place of the channel Whi 
may aid you in understanding the subject. If you a 
n 
chart, which will better illustrate it than my sbeteh 
from memory. Since ‘he commeneement of the works 
scoured out through the mig. 
side of it thatis Improvin 
his has raised our hopes that if an appropriation 
is made by Congress to finish these works, we shajj have 
as much water as in former times, which was twenty one 
feet. Of the final success I myself have not the remotes 
doubts, provided the plan propesed by the gentlemen of 
Coast Survey is fally carried out. I therefore most sincera. 
ly hope that you will succeed in obtaining the appropyi 
won. Respectiully, ALEX. MacRAp. 


Hon. W. 8. Asue. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I will submit whether, if 
this Government is not bound, when it uses jis 
powers so as to injure any portion of its Citizens, 


dle ground on the Oak Islan 


done? Let any Representative imagine a wrong 


remedy? 1am informed that our 


overnment is 
deposits as may accumulate in the East river, ip 


Brooklyn navy-yard. It is but proper and just 


obstructions complained of by my constituents, 
The older members of this House will recollect 


bor of Gibralter, our Government was compelled 
by the British Government to have it removed; 
and a resolution was introduced in the Senate by 
Hon. R.M. T. Hunter, from Virginia, to appro- 
priate $80,000 for this purpose, and it passed 
without a dissenting voice. And 1 will ask, if 
there is any difference between the principle of 
that appropriation and the one solicited by my 
constituents in their memorial? No, sir, there is 
no difference in principle, the only difference is in 
parties. In the former case, a foreign people were 
the sufferers, in the latter our own citizens, 
But who will maintain that it is proper to do what 
is just to foreigners, and at the same time to deny 


members of this House represent districts so com- 
pletely inland, that they look with jealousy, if not 
with ill-will, upon improvements of this character; 
but I cannot believe that they are so deaf to justice. 
I cannot believe that their prejudices are so strong, 
that they will be unwilling to do what is right in 
this matter. No, Mr. Speaker, that which is right 
will be done by the House. Such, at least is my 
expectation. And now, in fulfillment of my prom- 


Mr. HOUSTON demanded tellers on the sec- 
ond. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Campseii, 
and Perkins, of New York, were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 

So the demand for the previous question was 
seconded. 


The main question was then ordered to be 


ut. 
F Mr. MILLSON. I move to lay the bill upon 
the table. 
Mr. PERKINS, of New York. 
yeas and nays on that motion. 
The yeas and"nays were not ordered. 
The question was taken on Mr. Mitisow’s 
motion; and it was disagreed to. 
The bill was then ordered to a third reading; 
and was accordingly read the third time. 
Mr. ASHE. I demand the previous question on 


the se of the bill. RSs 

The question was taken; and, on a division, 
there were—ayes 81, noes 28; no quorum voting. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. | call for tellers. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will ascertain 
whether there is a quorum in the House. 

After a count the Speaker announced that there 
were one hundred and thirty-five members—over 
a quorum—in their seats. 

Mr. WALSH. [rise to a question of order- 
My question of order is this, that when the ques 
tion was put a quorum did not vote; but subse 
quently a good many other members have come 


I call for the 
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Se : . - | McCulloch Milison Morrison Murray, Orr, Bishop Per- || 
who might have voted against seconding the pre" || ,i7."pacipa, Powell, Shannon, Singicton, ‘Trout, Vail, | 
yious question. 


; ‘ Watsh, Tappan Wentworth, and Danie! B. Wright—34. 
The SPEAKER. There being a quorum pres- NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, Appleton, 
nt now it is competent for the House to vote. Ashe, Banks, Belcher, Bell, Bennett, panne ee 
e ; ‘ Boyce, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chamber- 
Mr. WALSH. It is competent and proper, I lain, Chandier, Chastain, Chrisman, Clark, Clingman, 
submit, to have the vote taken overagain. = Cobb, Cook, Corwin, Cox, Craige, Curtis, Cutting, Thomas 
Tne SPEAKER. That is what the Chair is |) Davis, Dent, Dickinson, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmands, Thom- 
to order as D. Eliot, John M. Elliott, Ellison, Everhart, Farley, 
~~ FULLER I desire to make an inquiry of || Fenton, Flagler, Florence, Franklin, Fuller, Giddings, 
,, . 
ae Chair. I wish to know whether the second 
section of the bill has been stricken out? 


| Green, Greenwood, Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, Henn, 
TheSPEAKER. Nosection has been stricken 


a 


Hill, Howe, Hughes, Roland Jones, Kerr, Knox, Kurtz, 
McDougall, McMullin, McNair, Mace, Macy, May, May- 
ail, Midgleswarth, Morgan, Noble, Norton, Olds, Mordecai | 
Oliver, Parker, Peckham, Pratt, Preston, Puryear, Ready, | 
Reese, David Ritchie, Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Rogers, 
Ruffin, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, Seyianour, Shaw, Shower, 
Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, Fred- 
erick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton. Hestor L. Stevens, 
Stratton, Straub, David Stuart, John J. Taylor, John L. | 
Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Tweed, Upham, Vansant, 
Wade, Walbridge, Walley, Ellihu b. Washburne, [srael | 
Washburn, Wells, John Wentworth, Wheeler, Yates, and | 
Zollicofivr—113. 


So the House refused to lay the bill upon the | 


Mr. FULLER. Has the bill been read a third 
we KERR. I call the gentleman to order. I 
submit to the Chair that debate is out of order. | 
The question was again put upon the demand I] 
for the previous question; and, upon a division, 
there were—ayes 33, noes 35. 
So the previous question was seconded. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. 1 demand |; table. 
the yeas and nays upon the passage of the bill. Mr. FULLER. I now rise to a privileged | 

Mr. FULLER. 1 wish to propound a ques- || question. 1 move to reconsider the vote by which | 
tion to the Chair. ebony the bill was ordered to be read a third time. 

The SPEAKER. If it ig in the character of Mr. ASHE. Before the gentleman makes that | 


discussion, even by indirection, it is out of order. 

Mr. FULLER. 1 wish to ask if the bill has 
been read ? 

Mr. KERR. . I call the gentleman to order. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine, 
before he votes upon the bill, has the right to have | 
it read, 

Mr. FULLER. I desire to state that this bill | 
was carefully considered by the committee. The 
first section is right, but the second section ought 
to be stricken out. 

(Cries of ‘* Order !’’ “* Order !”’ 

Mr. FULLER. I call for the reading of the 
second section. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
ing of the bill. 

‘The bill was read in extenso. 

The first section of the bill provides that 
$140,000 be appropriated for the year ending the 
30th June, 1855, to be expended under the super- 
intendence of the Secretary of War, for the con- 
tinuation of the improvement of Cape Fear river, 
North Carolina, at or near its communication || pill. 
with the ocean. Mr. FULLER. 

The second section provides that the further || ma 
sum of $60,000, or so much thereof as may be || 
necessary, be appropriated to refund to the citi- 
zens of Wilmington, North Carolina, the amount 
contributed by them for said improvement, and 
expended therefor by the agent of the»United 
States in charge of the work. 

Mr. FULLER. If it is in order, { will move 
to strike out the second section. 

[Cries of ** Order!”’ ‘* Order !’’} 

The SPEAKER. The demand for the pre- 
vious question has been seconded, and no motion 
is in order. 

Mr. LETCHER. Is it in order to move to lay 
the bill upon the table? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. LETCHER. Then I make that motion; 
and upon it | ask the yeas and nays. 

Mr. ASHE. There appears to be some mis- 
understanding in reference to this section. I am 
perfectly willing that the motion shall be made to 
strike out the second section, and that a majority 
of the House shall decide the question. Thegen- 
tleman from Maine (Mr. Futier] reported the bill, 
with the understanding, upon his part, that I should 
make the motion to strike out the section. Such, 
however, was not my understanding. I do not 
wish, however, to act with any misunderstanding 
in reference to it, and hope, therefore, the House 
will allow the motion to strike out to be made. I 
will not make it myself. 

Mr. FULLER. lask the consent of the House 
to say a single word in explanation of my con- 
nection with this bill. 

__The SPEAKER. Debate cannot be allowed 
if objection be made. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 


The question was then taken upon Mr. Lerca- 
er’s motion; and it was decided in the negative— 
yeas 34, nays 113; as follows: 

YEAS—Messre. Bocock, Bridges, Brooks, John G. Da- 
vis, Edmundson, Faulkner, Goode,Grow, Hastings, Haven, 
Hendricks, Houston, I » Daniel T. Jones, George 
W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Kittredge, Letcher, Lilly, 


| motion I desire to make an appeal to the House, 
in order to relieve myself from a peculiar embar- 
rassment into which i am thrown, in relation to 
this matter. I state to the House that the citi- 
zens of Wilmington have not asked to be reim- 
bursed for the money they have expended for this 
improvement. They are willing that this second 
| section should be stricken out. 1, perhaps, should | 
| have made that motion myself, originally, but, in | 
the confusion of the moment, I did not do it. I 
| 
| 





now appeal to the House to grant unanimous con- | 
sent for the striking out of that section. 
[Several cries of ‘*‘ Agreed !’’} 
Mr. WALSH. 
Mr. FULLER. I thensubmit the motion which | 
I a moment age indicated. 1 move to reconsider | 
| the vote by which the bill was ordered to be read | 
| athird time. lask the Chair whether that motion | 
| is debatable? 
| TheSPEAKER. It is not debatable, for the | 
| reason that the House have seconded the demand 





I call for the read-., 


I then ask that the question | 
be taken upon the motion to reconsider. 

he question was taken; and the motion was 

| agreed to. 

| The question then recurred upon ordering the 
bill to a third reading. 

Mr. FULLER. I desire to know if debate is | 
| now in order? 
The SPEAKER. It is not. 
Mr. FULLER. I then move to strike out the 
' second section of the bill, and demand the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. The same rule which makes the 
seconding of a demand for the previous question | 
' cut off debate, also makes it cut off all amend- 
ments. I submit, therefore, that the motion of | 
| the gentleman from Maine is not in order. 

The SPEAKER. [It is true that the previous 

uestion cuts off motions to amend as well as 
ebate, but it has always been considered | 
doubtful whether it was necessary to reconsider | 
| the mere seconding of ademand for the previous 
question; and the Chair, therefore, decides that | 
while the previous question upon the passage of | 
the bill will cut off all debate upon motions to re- | 
| consider, it will not cut off motions to amend after | 
| the vote ordering the bili to a third reading has | 
| been reconsidered, and that the motion o the | 
gentleman from Maine is therefore in order. 
Mr. FULLER. I ask then that the vote may 
be taken upon my motion. 
| Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. 
| other amendments which ought to be made to this | 
bill. 1 hope the previous question will not be 
seconded. I call for tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Sarr and 
Bocock were appointed. 
The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 65, noes 31. 
So the previous question received a second. 
The main question was then ordered to be put. 
Mr. Foutrer’s amendment, to strike out the 
second section of the bill, was then agreed to. 
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I object. | 


for the previous question upon the passage of the | 
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The bill was ordered to a third reading; and 
was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. FULLER demanded the previous question 
on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to lay the 
bill upon the table. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. [| call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; aad Mesars. Cox, and 
Harais, of Alabama, were appointed, 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 98, noes 30. 

So the previous question received a second, 

The main question was ordered to be put, which 
was, ‘* Shall the bill pass ?”’ 

Mr. CAMPBELL. On that question I call for 


|| the yeas and nays. 


he yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 110, nays 28; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Appleton, Ashe, Belcher, 
Bell, Bennett, Benson, Bliss, Breckinridge, Bugg, Camp- 
bell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chamberlain, Chandler, Chas- 
tain, Chrisman, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Cook, Corwin, 
Cox, Craige, Cumming, Curtis, Cutting, Thomas Davie, 
Dent, Dick, Dickinson, Disney, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmands, 
Thomas D. Eliot, John M. Elliott, Ellison, Farley, Fen- 
ton, Flagler, Florence, Franklin, Giddings, Green, Green- 
wood, Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, Henn, Hill, Howe, 
Hughes, Johnson, Roland Jones, Kerr, Knox, Kurtz, Linds- 
ley, McDougall, McNair, Macy, Matteson, May, Mayall, 
Middleswarth, Morgan, Noble, Norton, Olds, Mordecai 
Oliver, Parker, Peckham, Phillips, Puryear, Ready, Reese, 
David Ritchie, Thomas Ritchey, Rogers, Ruffin, Russell, 
Sabin, Sapp, Seward, Seymour, Shaw, Shower, Gerrit 
Smith, Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, Frederick P. 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, 
Straub, David Stuart, John J. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Tay- 
lor, Upham, Vansant, Wade,.Waliey, Ellihu B. Wash- 
burne, Israel] Washburn, Wells, John Wentworth, West- 
brook, Wheeler, Yates, and Zollicoffer—110. 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Bocock, Bridges, John 
G. Davis, Edmundson, Goode, Grow, Hastings, Haven, 
Hendricks, Houston, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, 
Letcher, McCulloch, McMullin, Millson, Morrison, Mur- 
| ray, Nichols, Powell, Rowe, Singleton, Andrew Stuart, 
| Johu L. Taylor, Vail, Walsh, and Daniel B. Wright—28. 


| So the bill was passed. 

Mr. ASHE moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill had been passed; and also that the 
motion to reconsider be laid on the table; which 
latter motion was agreed to, 

LIMITATION OF DEBATE. 
Mr. HOUSTON offered the following resola- 
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolwed, That for the remaining part of the present ses- 
sion, all debate in the Committee of the Whole on the state 


|| of the Union, shall be confined strictly to the question or 


proposition immediately under consideration. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the foregoing resolution 
was adopted; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table; which latter mo- 
tion was agreed to. 

RAILROADS IN IOWA. 

Mr. HENN. Iask the unanimous consent of 

the Efouse to report back Senate bill No 11, be- 


| ing an act making grants of land to the State of 


Iowa, in alternate sections, to aid in the construc- 
tion of certain railroads therein. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 

Mr. HENN. Then I move that the rules of 


|| the House be suspended to enable me to report 


back the bill. 


DAILY HOUR OF MEETING. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I ask the gentleman from 
Iowa to withdraw his motion for a moment, to 
permit me to offer a resolution as to the time of 
meeting of the House, which, I think, will meet 
with unanimous support. 

Mr. HENN. I withhold my motion for that 
purpose. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Then I offer the following 
resolution: 


Resolved, That on and after the 11th of July, instant, the 
House of Representatives will assemble, for the transaction 
of business, at eleven o’clock, a. m. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. [ wish to suggest an 
amendment to that resolution so as to have one 
hour for morning business. It is that the House 
will not resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole until twelve o’clock every day. 

Several Memuers. I object. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would suggest 
an amendment to the resolution of the gentle- 
man from Alabama. Add to the end of the res- 
|| olution the following words: ** And no motion 
|| shall be in order to adjourn until four o’clock, p. 
|| m.”? [A laugh.) 


! 
i 


| 
1 
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Several Mempers. ‘‘Oh,no!”’ | 
The question was put on Mr, Puitiirs’s res- | 
olution; and it was agreed to, 

Mr. PHILLIPS moved that the vote last taken | 
be reconsidered, and that the motion to reconsider | 
be laid on the table; which latter motion was 
agreed to. 

The question recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Heww to suspend the rules for the purpose of re- | 
porting back from the Committee on Public Lands | 
a bill ** making a grant of land to the State of lowa, 
in alternate sections, to aid in the construction of 
certain railroads in said State.’’ 

Mr. LETCHER. I object to that bill, and as 
I think we have done a very large day’s work, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and, accordingly, 


the House (at fifteen minutes past three o’clock) | 


adjourned until to-morrow morning at eleven 
o'clock, a. m. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpary, July 10, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Suicer. 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. MASON presented the memorial of A. B. 
Fairfax, Lieutenant United States Navy, praying 
to be allowed the pay of a purser during the time 
he acted in that capacity, in addition to the regular 
pay received by him as lieutenant commanding; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
A fairs. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, presented the me- 
morial of James L. Collins, praying indemnity for 
property lost in the Mexican war, and for services 
as secret and confidential agent of the United 
States rendered during said war; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented the petition of Col- 
onel William Gates, of the United States Army, 
praying indemnification for losses sustained on 

oard the San Francisco steamship; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SUMNER. I present the memorial of cit- 
izens of Haverhill, in Massachusetts, setting forth 
objections to the fugitive slave bill, and praying 
that it be at once repealed. The person who has 
forwarded this memorial to me states that it is 
largely signed, without distinction of party, by 
Whigs, Democrats, and Free Democrats; and 
that a large portion of the signers are members of 
the National Democratic party, and were voters 
at the last election for Franklin Pierce as Presi- 
dent. I move that the memorial be referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. PEARCE presented the memorial of James 
H. Gale, praying to be allowed the bounty land 
to which his brother was entitled as an officer of 
the Army ef the United States; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of Davidge Ridgely, praying 
a pension for injuries received while in the naval 
service of the United States; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented addi- 
tional evidence in support of the claim of Henry 
C. Miller and Philip W. Thompson, and of Jesse | 
B. Turley; which was referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Henry C. Miller, Philip 
W. Thompson, and Jesse B. Turley, with the adverse re- 

ort of the Committee on Indian Affairs thereon, be recom- 
mitted to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


Mr. STUART presented a petition of inhabit- | 
ants of Kalamazoo, Michigan, praying a reduction | 
of the rates of ocean postage; which was referred | 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 
Roads. 

Mr. MASON presented a petition of the agri- 
cultural club of Stevensville, in King and Queen 
county, Virginia, praying the adoption of meas- 
ures for reducing the cost of Peruvian guano to 
the agriculturists of the United States; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CHASE presented a petition of inhabitants 
of Cleveland, Ohio, praying a reduction of the rates 
of ocean postage; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. | 

Also, a p@tition of inhabitants of the State of 


* 


1 


| Ohio, and a petition of inhabitants of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, praying the repeal of the fugitive 
slave law of 1850; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


PAPER WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. BENJAMIN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Peter N. Paillet be with- 
drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom were referred the petitions of | 


William K. Jennings and Alphia Jennings, Henry 
A. Wise, Ano Robinson, Edward Rudd, and 
Mary Martin, severally asking compensation for 
slaves taken and carried away by the British, 


during the war of 1812, out of the fund provided | 


for under the first article of the treaty of Ghent, 
submitted a report, accompanied by a bill for the 


relief of William K. Jennings and others; which | 


was read, and passed to a second reading. 
The report was ordered to be printed. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 


was referred the petition of W. D. Porter, a Lieu- | 


tenant in the Navy, praying remuneration for ex- 


penses incurred in conveying his Excellency Amin | 


Bey, the Commissioner from Turkey, and suite, 
from Genoa to the United States, submitted a re- 
port, accompanied by a bill for his relief; which 


was read, and passed to a second reading. The | 


report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PETTIT, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to whom was referred a bill to au- 
thorize T. H. McManus to enter, by preémption, 
certain lands in the Greensburg land district, 


Louisiana, submitted an adverse report thereon; || 


which was ordered to be printed. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a bill for the relief of John Boyd, 


submitted an adverse report thereon; which was || 


ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Neal Smith, agent 
and attorney in fact for the heirs of William Tur- 
vin, deceased, praying to enter certain lands be- 
longing to the United States, in lieu of lands 
Which the Government has disposed of, to which 
they were entitled, submitted a report, accompa- 
nied by a bill for the relief of the heirs of William 
Turvin, deceased; which was read, and passed to 
a second reading. ‘The report was ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr. MASON, from the select committee, to | 


whom was referred a resolution of the Senate, 
instructing them to inquire into, and report upon 
the organization of the Senate, so far as related to 
its Executive officers, submitted a report, accom- 


panied by a resolution; which, together with the 


report, was ordered to be printed. 
NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN gave notice of his intention | 


to ask leave to introduce a bill to authorize the 


State of Arkansas to donate a certain part of her || 


swamp lands to aid in the construction of railroads 
in said State. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


| Mr. MALLORY, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to es- 


tablish a marine hospital at Appalachicola; which 


was read a first and second time by its title, and | 


referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
CALIFORNIA INDIANS. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN submitted the following res- | 


olution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to cause to | 


be communicated to the Senate copies of all the corres- 
pondence and other official documents on file in the De- 
partment of the Interior, respecting the claims of persons 
for services performed, and supplies and subsistence fur- 
nished, to Indians in California, under contracts with In- 

| dian agents, in the year 1€51, and embracing the names of 
claimants, the amount respectively of their claims, on what 
account created, and by what authority, if any. 


CHEROKEE TREATIES. 
Mr. SEBASTIAI submitted the following res- 


| olution; which. was considered by unanimous 
| consent, and agreed to: 


| the use of the Senate, a certified copy of the register or 

record of the “ heads of families,’ entitled to life-estate 
reservations under the Cherokee treaties of 1817 and 1819. 
| THE ICARIAN COMMUNITY. 


| Mr. SHIELDS. I am requested to present the 


E CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior furnish, for || 
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10 
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{| is : a 
petition of E. Cabet, who is the su 
|| or chief of a siadiee in my State, called the et 
| Society. They are Frenchimmigrants who } 
|| associated together on what is called the bie 
| munal system, and are really amongst the ans 
| interesting immigrants that have ever come to - 
|| western country. Peaceable, amiable, intellio.” 
_and inoffensive, they have formed a society an 
| State of Illinois, by which they are trying to wo : 
out this problem of socialism, or communism : 
itis called. They seer? the place which the Mj, 
mons formerly occupied in our State. They . 
| certainly an excellent exchange for that Society 
|| We are very well satisfied, in: Hlinois, with 4), 
| change. Since they have come to Illinois they ee 
| won the esteem of our people by their inte!|j die. 
their quiet demeanor, their amiability and indys. 
try, and their extraordinary talent. 

They have sent me a petition in which they 
ask for a grant of land in the State of low, in 
order that they may establish a similar socie: 
there. They do not ask the Government to ive 
them the land as a donation, but that they im 
be permitted to make a selection, and afier th. 
selection has been made, to pay the Governmer 
on such terms as may be prescribed. 

Mr. EVANS. Are they ** rappers?” 

Mr. SHIELDS. They are not * rappers.” 
they call themselves Icarians. They are, in fact 

| what we in this country understand as commun. 
ists or socialists, and they have given me quite 
| a different idea of that doctrine—if it may by 
called such—from what I supposed prevailed i 
| France. Their system is certainly a very simple 
and fraternal one, and, as far as it operates in our 
State, it is working remarkably well at all events, 
I take occasion to present’ the petition accord. 
ing to their request, and move its reference to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 
The motion was agreed to. 


GRADUATION OF THE PUBLIC LANDS, 


| Mr. HUNTER. Lask the unanimous consen 

| of the Senate to introduce a bill ‘* to graduate the 
price of public lands, and for other purposes.” 

| Leave was granted, and the bill was read a first 
and second time by its title. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move that it be printed. It 

|| need not be referred. 

Mr. WALKER. I think the bill ought to go 

| to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. ADAMS. I hope it will not go to tha 
committee. I introduced a bill for a similar pur- 
pose. It was one of the first bills introduced at 

| the commencement of this session; but it has not 

| yet been reported back. The House also passed 
|, a similar bill, which was referred to the same com- 
| mittee, but has not yet been reported back. 

Mr. WALKER. There isa similar bill tothis 
before the committee, and we had some indications 
that others, with like provisions, were to be intro- 
duced. I thought that this, being on the same 
subject, ought to go to that committee. ; 

Mr. HUNTER. I prefer that it shall lie on 
the table. I shall ask that it be taken up the day 
| after to-morrow. 
| The bill was ordered to be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, a0 
nouncing that they had pre a bill making 4p 
| propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
| of Government for the year ending 30th of June, 

1855; which was read twice by its title, and refer- 
red to the Committee on Finance. 
| The megsage also announced that the House 
‘had passed the bill from the Senate to confirm the 
| claim of William H. Henderson and Robert Her 
| derson to five hundred acres of land in the Bas- 
| trop grant. 
Also, that they had passed a bill to change the 
| name of the American-built brig Hallowell to thal 
of James Rose, and to grant her a new register. 


TUSCUMBIA A PORT OF DELIVERY: 
Mr. CLAY. The Committee on Commerce, 
to whom was referred the bill ** to constitute Tus 
| cumbia, in the State of Alabama, a port of deliv- 
ery,” have instructed me to report it back and 
Inasmuch as it isa mat 





| recommend its passage. 
ter of local interest to the ple of that section 
of Alabama, and of immediate importance to them, 
I trast the Senate will indulge me by now consi 
ering and passing the bill. I will state to the 
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Senate that the establishment of a port of delivery 
at this place is recommended by the Secretary of 
the Treasury. 

There being no objection, the Senate, asin Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
pill. It proposes to create Tuscumbia a port of 
delivery within the collection district of New Or- | 
jeans, for which place there is to be appointed a 
surveyor of the customs. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third | 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


INDIAN RESERVATION IN MINNESOTA. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I wish to give notice to | 
the Senate that at one o’clock to-day I shall ask 
them to proceed to the consideration of Executive 
business, and I hope the Senate will indulge me 
by acceding to that request. In the mean time, I | 
wish to have them consider a small bill which-has 
been reported by the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
and has passed the House. It will not lead to 
any discussion. It is House bill **to authorize | 
the President of the United States to cause to be | 
surveyed a tract of land in the Territory of Min- 
nesota, belonging to the half-breeds or mixed | 
bloods of the Dacotah or Sioux nations of Indians, 
and for other purposes.” 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. ; ; 

It proposes to authorize the President to ex- 
change with the half breeds or mixed bloods of 
the Dacotah or Sioux nation of Indians, who are | 
entitled to an interest therein, for the tract of land | 
lying on the west sideof Lake Pepin and the Mis- | 
sissippi river, in the Territory of Minnesota, which | 
was set apart and granted for their use and benefit, | 
by the ninth article of the treaty of Prairie du 
Chien of the 15th of July, 1830; and for that pur- | 
pose to cause to be issued to them, on the execu- | 
tion by them, or by the legal representatives of | 
such as may be minors, of a full and complete re- 
linquishment by them to the United States of all | 
their right to the reservation, certificates or scrip | 
for the same amount of land to which each would | 
be entitled in case of a division of the reservation | 
pro rataamong the claimants—which certificates or 
scrip may be located upon any of the lands within 
the reservation not now occupied by actual and 
bona fide settlers of the half breeds or mixed || 
bloods, or such other persons as have gone into | 
the Territory by authority of law, or upon any || 
other unoccupied lands subject to preémption or | 
private sale, or upon any other unsurveyed lands, 
not reserved by Government, upon which they | 
have respectively made improvements. The cer- | 
tificates are not to embrace more than six hundred | 
and forty, nor less than forty acres each, and they 
are to be equally apportioned, as nearly as prac- 
ticable, among those entitled to an interest in the 
reservation. No transfer or conveyance of any of 
said certificates or scrip is tobe valid. The Pres- 
ident is to cause to be ascertained the number and 
names of the half breeds or mixed bloods who are 
entitled to participate in the benefits of the reser- 
vation before the issue of the certificates provided 
for; and he is also to have the lands within the 
reserve surveyed and exposed to public sale at the 
land offices for the districts in which they may lie, 
according to the boundaries of the several land 
districts recently established by Congress. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a | 
third time, and passed. 


WASHINGTON AND ALEXANDRIA RAILROAD. 

Mr. MASON. [ move that the Senate take | 
from the table the bill authorizing the extension 
of the Alexandria and Washington railroad into 
the District of Columbia, only for the purpose of || 
offering an amendment to it, and asking that it || 
may be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MASON submitted «n amendment, which 
was ordered to be printed, and the further con- | 
sideration of the bill was postponed until to-mor- 
row. 





TELEGRAPH TO THE PACIFIC, 
Mr. WALKER. I move that the Senate take 


up for consideration the bill commonly known as || 
the homestead bill. i 


_Mr. WELLER, [ believe the hour has ar- 
rived which was specially assigned on Thursday 
ast for the bill providing for the construc tion of | 


‘ 








| ing | withdraw my motion. 
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a line of telegraph from the Mississippi river to 
the Pacific ocean. It was on Thursday postponed 
until half past twelve to-day; and | now move 


| that the Senate proceed to its consideration. 


Mr. WALKER. The homestead bill wasmade 
the special order long before the bill to which the 
Senator from California reters was introduced. 

Mr. CLAY. With the permission of the Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin, I will suggest that the home- 


stead bill was made the special order for one | 


o’clock. i 

Mr. WELLER. It was not understood that 
this would interfere with the homestead bill. The | 
Senator is consuming the time devoted for the con- | 
sideration of the bill to which I allude. We pro- 
pose to devote until one o’clock to it. 

Mr. WALKER. If that was the understand- 


Mr. WELLER’s motion was agreed to; and the | 
Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed | 
the consideration of the bill authorizing the con- | 
struction of a line of telegraph from the Mis- 
sissippi river to the Pacific ocean, the question 
pending being upon the amendment reported by 
the Committee on Territories in the nature of a 
substitute, as it had been amended. 

Mr. HAMLIN. [I offer the following addi- 
tional section as an amendment to the bill: 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That if any operator 
or operators, or any other person or persons, engaged upon 
said line of telegraph, shall divulge, or in any manner make 
public any communication, message, or dispatch, trans- 
mitted to or by the Government, or should negligently and 
wilfully change or alter any such communication, message, 
or dispatch, be or they so offending shall be deemed guilty 
ofa misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof shall be pun 
ished by imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years. | 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CHASE. I move toamend the third sec- 
tion by striking out the words: 
—** by paying the same tolls or charges paid by individuals 
for like services, and no more,”’ 
—and inserting: 

At such rates of compensation for messages transmitted 
as Congress may, by law, provide. 


So that the proviso to the section will read: 


That said free dispatches and communications shall not 
exceed a monthly aggregate of more than eight thoug#nd 
words, but still reserving to the Government the further 
prior use to any extent within the capacity of said line, 
at such rates of compensation for messages transmitted as 
Congress may by law provide. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. BAYARD. I should like to ascertain from 


those who have the bill in charge, more particu- | 


larly from its friends, within what distance they 
call ** near’? the line? The bill proposes to grant 


| Mr. WELLER. Upwards of $500. 


— 


two millions of acres of the public lands to the | 


arties who are to construct this line. I have 


ooked over the report of the committee, and find | 
no specification of the cost or the length of the | 


line; therefore, there are no means, or at least I 
have no means, of judging whether we are paying 
for the whole construction of the line, for its par- 
tial construction, or to what extent we are paying 
for it in the grant we make. 


Throwing all that | 


out, however, I find authority given to select the | 
alternate sections ‘‘along and near said line of | 


telegraph.” 


I think there ought to be some limit | 


within which the parties should be confined in the | 
selection of the lands—some certain distance from | 
the line. The word ** near’’ is too indefinite. The | 


sixth section provides: 


«From and after the said completion, they shall have 
the right to select from any of the public lands along and 
near the said line of telegraph, in the territories, not before 
sold or appropriated, any quantity not more than a section, 
and in alternate sections.’? 


I think it ought to be limited as to the distance 


| from the line. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Say within ten miles. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. Fifteen miles. That 
will correspond with the railroad grants. 

Mr. HAMLIN. That is the distance which 

ou allow in the railroad grants. 

Mr. WELLER. In answer to the inquiry of 
my friend from Delaware, | will say that in the 
report made last year, it was stated by the me- 


morialists that their estimate was, that the line | 
would cost some $500 a mile. They estimated the | 
| whole cost of the work at a little over $1,250,000. 


The committee were of opinion that that estimate 
was entirely too low; the work would cost some 


believe, only $1,250,000. 
Mr. BAYARD. What is the estimate per mile? 


| 


} 
} 





| 
| 
| 


$2,000,000. Their estimate, however, was, | | 


Mr. BAYARD. The grant of land which 
the bill proposes to make is two millions of acres, 
and if you give the parties the right of selection to 
any of the lands, provided they select the alternate 
sections and within fifteen miles of the line, they 
certainly could get lands of the best character in 
taking the whole distance, They are not to be 
me to select along all the parts; they may con- 
centrate their selection in any space within fifteen 
miles in alte;nate sections. They will, therefore, 
I presume, of course get lands worth the minimua 
price. The grant, therefore, as I understand it, 
is equal to $2,500,000. To construct a line at 
$500 a mile, supposing it to be two thousand miles 
long, would cost $1,000,000. I do not know that 
these results will follow, but it seems to me we 
are, as faras I can judge, paying for the entire 
cost of construction. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Baiocur 
in the chair.) Does the Senator offer an amend- 
ment? 

Mr. BAYARD. ,I do not know that I shall 
offer any amendment. It is not’ material, for I 
shall vote against the bill. 

Mr. EVANS. | desire to make some state- 
ments in relation to this matter, becauge [ have 
turned my attention to it; and as it has been the 
habit of my life to deal very much in figures, I 
have instituted an inquiry as to what thigthing is 
to cost. I understand that the project is to give 
two million of acres of the public lands. Those 
lands are to be taken in alternate sections; but 
there is another provision in the bill that if the 
lands are not surveyed within two years, the 
favored parties who are to take this contract ma 
take them anywhere within the Territories. If 
this privilege be allowed, then, as it is a matter 
beyond all possibility of doubt that the larger 
portion of these lands will not be surveyed in 
twenty years—and a very large portion of them 
are not worth surveying at all—it follows of course 
that two million of acres of lands are to be given 
wherever the parties choose to select them; be- 
cause much of this land will not be surveyed. 
It cannot be surveyed in two years. The thing 
is impossible. It is impossible that the lands 
could be surveyed beyond the boundary of Kan- 
sas and Nebraska into California. The first acre 
is not surveyed now, either in California or Ore- 
gon, or Washington or Kansas, or Nebraska. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. It does not extend to 
California at all. 

Mr. EVANS. It goes to San Francisco. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. They cannot take the 
land in any State. 
Mr. EVANS. 
either in lowa 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. They cannottakethem 
in lowa, or in any other State. 

Mr. EVANS. They can, then, take them in 
Minnesota, Kansas, or Nebraska. Then they will 
will be able to get land worth, at least, one dollar 
an acre. If they doso,two millions of acres at one 
dollar is $2,000,000; which we are to give. The 
interest upon that, at six per cent., is $120,000 
perannum. Then the bill proposes that the Gov- 
ernment, as a compensation, shall have the right 
to send, monthly, eight thousand words. A com- 
mon column of a newspaper which [have counted 
—I have not gone into this thing without designing 
to arrive at a satisfactory conclusion—has one 
hundred lines, at an average of eight words per 
line. That would be eight hundred words to each 
column. A common newspaper contains sixteen 
columns; and the matter which the Government 
is to have a right to transmit ina year will be 
some ninety-six thousand words, which is not 
more than would be embraced in four or five num- 
bers of a common paper. For ninety-six thou- 
sand words in a year, you are to pay $120,000; 
that is $1 27 for every word. Now, sir, is it 
right, or is it fair, or is it just, to give $2,000,000 
for so paltry a privilegeas this? | understood the 
Senator from Maine, [Mr. Hamu ,} the other 
day, to say that this was somewhat in the same 
ratio as was paid for transmitting ordinary tele- 
graphic intelligence. I never had butone message 
by telegraph, and that was about four lines, and 
L paid thirty-seven and a half cents for it. 

Mr. GWIN. Four words. 

Mr. EVANS. I do not know the price; I never 
had any dealing in it; but | had one ietter, and I 
think that is what I paid forit. Itwasonasmall 


If that be so, they wil] take 
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piece of letter paper, and I think contained two, 
or three, or four lines. 1 do not know what is the 


ordinary price of telegraphing, but! do know tirat | 


jt is exorbitant that the Government should pay 
$1 27 for every word it sends, ; 
Put, sir, there is another circumstance to which 
I wish to draw attention. For Whose benefit is 
this? 
what into facte and fizures. We already pay for 
the transportation of the mails to California 
$621,190. The land transportation, whieh we also 
pay for, after the mails arrive in California, is 
$130,368. That makes $751,558. If you deduct 
trom that all the postage which is received in the 
whole State of California, which is only $58,345, 
you pay over and above that already for the trans- 
portation of the mails in California $693,213 out 
of the public Treasury. Then it is asked that 
you should add $120,000 of interest upon $2,000,000 
to that. I leave out the Shanghai mail entirely; 
and if you do that, it will be $813,213. That will 
be at the rate of $2 71 per head for every man, 


woman, and child in California, estimating them | 


at three hundred thousand. * 

Mr. WELLER. There are letters and papers 
coming from California. 

Mr. EVANS. That makes no difference. If 
the people who live in California were not there, 
they would still carry on their correspondence; 
but admitting that they write as many letters as 
they re@eive, and that the postage collected on let- 
ters and papers which come from California, is as 
great as that which is collected in California, what 
ie the result? It only makes a difference of 
$58,000. 

I have more of these statistical facts. It seems 
to me, much as I respect the Senators from Cali- 
fornia, and much as | am willing and disposed to 
do everything for the youngest sister of this 
Union, that we are asked to do a most unreason- 
able act, to pay $120,000 in addition to what we 
already pay, in order to facilitate the communica- 
tion between the two countries. 


If there was | 


war, if there was any necessity for the Govern- | 


ment to communicate, then there might be some 
reason for it. 


Mr. GWIN. The Senator has made an esti- 


maie of what we pay for carrying the mails in | 


California. Is he not aware that that law was 
passed before California came into the Union as a 
State? The law which,the gentleman charges to 


eet ata nti 
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| worth if they could be converted into ready money | 


Here, also, it is necessary to look some- | 


at $1 25 per acre. That is an entire answer to so 


|| ever there is an arrival from 


much of the remarks of my friend from South | 
Carolina as shows that the amount the Govern- | 


ment would pay would exceed one dollar per | 
j word. 


What are the rates to be fixed? 
fixed by the bill. 


ceed a dollar. 


There are none 
It provides that it shall not ex- 


| 


I stated the other day, that, if you | 


estimate the cost of the work, the expense of | 
keeping the line through a new country in repair, | 
and the expense of working it, undoubtedly the | 
rate of one dollar a word from California would. | 
|about correspond to the rates of telegraphing | 


which we haveon the Atlantic. That is true. 


paid for a telegraphic dispatch from my place of | 


residence here, which isseven hundred and twenty- 
one miles, $1 20. Estimating the distance of this 
line to be two thousand miles, that, multiplied by 
three, will be between four and five dollars; while 
the cost of a line under ground will exceed one 
here along the road more than three to one. 
1 repeat again, the cost of communication at these 
rates, taking into view the cost of the line and the 
working of it, will be about the same. That, 
however, is a matter which the commerce of the 
country will settle. It will be for the interests of 


those persons to telegraph at the lowest possible | 
An amendment was | 


rate, and they will do it. 
offered by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Cuase,] 


on messages transmitted for the Government, 
Whatever may be the rates which will pay best, 


which they will adopt. There are no rates fixed 
by the bill. I think we owe it in justice to Cal- 
ifornia and to ourselves, to our own people as 
well as to theirs, that we should have this line 
constructed; when our public lands are going, 


they had better go for a valuable consideration to | 


the Government. 
this bill. 

Mr. BAYARD. I agree with the honorable 
Senator from Maine, that when your public lands 
are going, they had better go for a valuable con- 
eee to the Government. My difficulty 
ab®ut the bill is not that it may not be proper to 


For that reason I shall vote for 


construct such a work as it contemplates, but if 


California was put on the statate-book to provide || 


for carrying the mails to California and Oregon 
before California was admitted into the Union. 
Mr. EVANS. It may be so, because it was 
some two or three years after California becamea 
oart of the Government, before she was admitted 
into the Union; and it is likely the law was passed 
before that time. But that does not make any 
difference; it was still for the benefit of California. 
Now, sir, although I am willing, as I have said, 
to do everything for California that is reasonable, 


jt seems to me that this is asking too much; or, in || 


the language of Dr. Franklin, that we are‘ paying 
too much for the whistle.” 
Mr. HAMLIN. 


from South Carolina has presented. In the first 
weg I desire to say, that the cost of a telegraphic 
ine, constructed with double wires, from the val- 


to the estimates, which are undoubtedly below 
what it would finally cost, would be $2,500,000. 
A few words in relation to the valve of the lands. 
They are to be taken from the Territories through 
which the line runs; they are not to be taken 
from the States. Two 
which they are to complete the line. There are 
two additional years, then, in which the location 
must be made. There will, therefore, be four 
years to make the surveys in the Territories. 
Assuming that your public lands are worth just 
what the Government fixed upon them, as illus- 
trated by its laws, to wit: $100 for one hundred | 
and sixty acres—that was precisely the commuta- | 
tion which you allowed your Mexican soldiers, | 
one hundred and sixty acres of land or $100 in | 
money—or taking the estimate at their present | 
value in the Territories, $1 25 per acre, which is 
the price you pay now; then take these lands | 
that lie along through the Territories which can- 
not be brought into the market for at least ten 
years, but which can be surveyed within the four, 
and you reduce the value of these lands, by either 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 


i 
| 


you are to do it, it seems to me it ought to be done 
by the Government itself. I make no distinction 
between the employment of moneys in the Treas- 


| ury,and of the lands belonging to the Govern- 
| ment, for a work necessary for the purposes of 


| 
| 
} 
| 


| 


I desire to say a very few || 
words in vy to the figures which the Senator || 


| upon a line composed of one wire. 


the Government. If the Government of the United 
States, for its own purposes, requires a line of 


| telegraph to California, make it; appropriate the 
| money out of the Treasury and make it; or con- 


tract for its construction for the use of the Gov- 


| ernment, by a grant of public lands, if you find 


that a more profitable mode of doing it; but I am 
opposed to giving the control of a work of this 
kind into the hands of individuals, or of a corpora- 
tion either. In this case it appears that individ- 
uals are to have it, though, of course, it must pass 
into the hands of a corporation—I presume it will 
have to do so—or into the hands of an associated 
company, before the road can be constructed. 
The cost of the work, according to the estimate 


| given, of $500 a mile, supposing it to be two 
ley of the Mississippi to San Francisco, according || 


thousand miles long, would amount to $2,000,000. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The estimate which the Sen- 
ator from California [Mr. Wevuier]} gave, was 
This bill re- 


|| quires two wires, and the estimate is $1,000a 
| mile. 


ears is the time within | 





Mr. BAYARD. 1 should suppose that to make 


a double line would hardly require a cost double 
that of a single line. 


Mr. HAMLIN. No, sir. 

Mr. BAYARD. I cannot conceive that possi- 
ble. If a single line can be constructed at a cost 
of $500 a mile, ] do not think a double line would 
cost more than $750; but concede that it will cost 
$1,000, that, at two thousand miles in length, would 
make $2,000,000 for the costof the line. I would 
rather pay the money out of the Treasury, or 
make a grant for the construction of a line for the 
Government, and let it keep it in repair for its own 
purpose, suffering the community to use it to such 
an extent, and under such regulations as Congress 
might prescribe, than place such a power as this 
in the hands of individuals, knowing, as I do, that 
the telegraphs in this country, even broken and 











disconnected as they are, have been, and alw, 
will be, used for purposes of speculation. Whe. 
m Europe, bringing in. 
portant information, that information gets into 1, 
hands of speculators before it is given to the eh. 
munity; aud with a distance 80 great as this line, 
and with a communication so rapid, and brinoin, 
important news from California and China. ».. 
will find, if it is committed to the hands of "tae 
viduals, that speculation will be carried to a rile 
extent, and will not be subject to our contro). fee 
this bill does not contain a word for the PUrpoge 
of controlling any operation of that kind. 
should object, therefore, to the whole form of the 
bill in thataspect. 
I by no means intend, however, to say that ji 
is not necessary that the Government, for its ow) 


——t. 
eae 


—— 


July 10, 


| purposes, should construct such a line, (either } 


So, | 


an appropriation of money out of the Treas 
or bya grant of public lands to the persons who 
would undertake to construct it,) to be the Prop. 
erty of the Government when constructed, and i 
be under the control of the Government. Tha 
would present the proposition to my mind in , 


ury, 


| very different aspect; and with my present jm. 


pressions, believing that such a communication 


| would be all-important to the Government, con. 


| 


sidering the remoteness of our Pacific Possessions, 
I am rather inclined to think I should vote for g 
bill of that character; but I will not vote to put 


| the exclusive power and control of such a line jp 
giving to Congress the power to regulate the rates | 


the hands of individuals. I will vote for no jij 


| which confers such extraordinary powers; and 


: | moreespecially, when, as far asI can see, from any 
those will be the lowest, and they will be the rates | 


report of a committee, founded on any reliabje 
estimates, we are literally paying these parties jn 


| land the full amount they will expend for the 





purpose of constructing the line. I admit, how. 
ever, that there is great uncertainty as to exactly 
what sum they will get out of these lands; but 
according to the statement of the honorable 
Senator from South Carolina—and it certainly is 
true—if the lands along the route of this line are 
not surveyed at the time the parties have a right 
to select, which is after the lapse of two years, 
when they say they will be able to complete it, 


| (the probability is that few or none of them will 


then be surveyed,) they have the right to select 
the lands granted to them in any territory of the 
United States, with one solitary exception, that 
they shall not take mineral lands. 

During the present Congress you have passed 
a railroad bill, by which you have granted land 
along the line of a railroad through the Territory 
of Minnesota, and you have done that on the basis 
that you were not giving away the lands, but 


| you reserved every alternate section, and doubled 


its price. Under this operation, however, all the 
reserved alternate sections lying upon the Minne- 
sota railroad, although they are held at double 

rices, may be taken by these parties in their se- 
ection, if the lands where this telegraphic line 
goes are not surveyed within that time. This is 
left opento them. I do not think it can be denied. 


| They may not be able to get all those Jands; but 


‘take them all. 


they may, according to the provisions of this bil, 
I mention this only as an illustra- 


_ tion of the impossibility of getting at what will be 
the real value of the sum you are paying when 


you granted those two millions of acres of land 


for the purpose of constructing this telegraph. As 


far as I can judge, on all the evidence, it seems to 


| me that the parties will receive after the construc- 


tion of this work, the full amount of its cost to 
them; and though it may be true that its cost to 


them will be $1,000 a mile, yet the subsequent re- 
pairs of a line made under ground will be far less 


than those of aline made above ground. Well, 
for that you are to get eight thousand words & 
month transmitted for the Government; but the 
community—the public—are to pay these parties 
whatever they see fit to charge. 

Mr. WELLER. No, sir. 

Mr. BAYARD. Notexceeding ten dollarsfor 
ten words. 
git © teats The Senator misunderstands 
the bill. 

Mr. BAYARD. I think not. , 

Mr. WELLER. By the provisions of the bill 
the Government is to fix the price to be paid for 
the transmission of messages over and above the 
eight thousand words a month. 

Mr. BAYARD, Is it to be fixed by them- 
selves ? 
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Mr. WELLER. By the Government. 
Mr. BAYARD. . We differ about the question 
Pr As I understand the amendment of the 
honorable Senator from Ohio, (and it was only 
-» into the bill.this morning,) it provides that 


of fuct. 


pal 


for all above eight thousand words a month, where 
the Government are the parties using the line, the 
Governmentshall pay such sumsas Congress may 
prescribe; but there is no restriction at all in the 
bill as to the sam to be charged to the public for 
che use of this line, except that it shall not exceed . 
ten dollars for ten words, and seventy-five cents 
for every additional word ina message. That is 
the only restriction. The parties then have a | 
right to make this charge. hey have it in their | 
owt control; and though the words ‘* not exceed- 
ine”? are used, | do not think that the argument of 
the honorable Senator from Maine will apply. 
[His argumentis, that they will put down the prices 
so as to increase the correspondence. If they | 
have, as they will have under the bill, the entire, | 
exclusive control of a means of communication so | 
short as one day, compared with twelve or fifteen | 
days in other modes, from the great markets of | 
California and the whole East, they will charge 
the full amount that you allow them to charge by 
the terms of the bill. My own belief is that if 
such a grant of power is to be made toa company 
at all, of any kind, there ought to be provisions 
limiting the charges, and leaving in Congress the 
right to regulate those charges from time to time, 
as regards the public, as well as regards the trans- 
mission of the messages of the Government. I 
believe that in all this species of laws, whether 
they apply to railroads or to telegraphs, where 


has had an ample opportunity of examining its 
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various provisions. If there be any door to fraud 
left open, we desire that it shall be closed. All 
that the particular friends of this measure are 
anxious for, is that the line shall be constructed. 
Now, my friend from Iowa says that he desires 
to examine the various provisions of the bill, in 
order to see that fraud is not perpetrated either 
upon individuals or upon the Government. As I 
said before, | am as anxious as any Senator on 
this floor that the bill shall be so strictly guarded 
that no fraud can be committed. I will move, 
therefore, that the further consideration of the bill 
be postponed until half-past twelve o’clock to- 
morrow, and that it be printed as amended. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Before the question is taken 
on that motion, 1 wish to call the attention of gen- 
Uemen who are the triends of the bill to one por- 
tion of it. [am myself a friend of the bill, and 
am desirous to see it as perfect as possible; but | 
wish to call attention to the necessity of an amend- 
ment, which, in my view, is required. I have 
examined the bill with a great deal of care, and 
am desirous that it shall pass; but there is one 
thing which, it seems to me, should be attended 
to. In the sixth section, in the provision for the 

| compensation of the parties, occur these words; 

“From and after said completion,they shall have the 
right to select from any of the public lands along and near 
said line of telegraph.” 

I find that word ‘*near’’ exceedingly vague and 
indefinite for a law. 

Mr. WELLER. I believe there was a propo- 

ition this morning, to amend that portion by de- 
laring that they shall not go further than fifteen 


you grant a charter or make a grant of land to a || miles. That, I believe,is the limit fixed to the 


party, the Government should always retain cer- | 
tain control to see that the interests of the public 
are to be subserved by the work after it is made, 
aud that they are not to be open to too high | 
charges. ~ 

For these reasons, sir, on viewing the whole 
structure of this bill, [ cannot vote for it, though 
I believe | should vote in favor of a bill providing 
for the construction, by the Government, of a tel- 
egraphic line from some point on the Missourior 
Mississippi river, to California, for its own, use, 
leaving to the public to use it, under such terms 
dnd stipulations as Congress might see fit. I can- 
not vote for a bill which places that power in the 
hands of individuals, and at the same time, it 
seems to me, gives them a’sum which will pay for | 
the whole cost of the work, 


disposition on the part of the Senate to take the 
vote now, I will not detain them. 
but a very short time to answer all that has been 
said by the Senator from Delaware, for his whole 
argument is based on.a false assumption. That 
I can readily show, but I do not desire to delay 
the other business of the day, which is the con- 
sideration of the homestead bill. 
the Senate are disposed to take the vote now, I 
will not trespass on them. 

The bill was reported to the Senate asamended, 
and the amendments made as in Committee of 


the Whole, were concurred in, and the bill was || 


ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. ADAMS... I ask for the yeas and nays 
upon the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I hope, by general con- 
sent, the bill will be allowed to lie over until to- 
morrow,and be printed asnow amended. It isa 
very important measure, and one for which I 
am anxious to vote, provided it is right. I do 


remember distinctly, however, and I think the | 
country is somewhat indebted to the Senator from | 


Delaware, for detecting certain provisions in a 
Pacific railroad bill, during the last Congress, in 


reference to which he and my friend from Cali- | 


fornia differed very widely. 1 think we had better 
look into the bill; and in order that we may have 
an opportunity of reading it and taking the vote 


to-morrow, I hope my suggestion will be acceded | 
to. Iam not for delaying the bill a moment, but | 


lam for passing it. Iam friendly to the bill, but 


I want to guard against every possibility of specu- | 


lation and corruption. 
Mr. WELLER. 
resist the appeal made by my friend from Iowa, 


for Lam very sure he is friendly to the construc- 
tion of this line of telegraph. 


It will require || 


If, therefore, | 


I do not know that I can | 


edo not desire | 
that any Senator shall vote upon this bill until he | 


railroad grants, 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I did not know there had 
been an amendment to that effect. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Barienr in 
the chert) Such an amendment was mentioned, 
but not offered. 

Mr. WELLER. Then I desire to ask the 
unanimous. consent of the Senate to have that 
amendment made. I supposed that it had been 
made by my friend from Maine; but | wish now, 
as ithas not been done, to amend the provision 
referred to by striking out the word ‘‘ near,”’ and 
inserting ‘‘ within fifteen miles of.’ 

The amendment was agreed to: by unanimous 
consent. 

The further consideration of the bill was post- 


|| poned until to-morrow at half past twelve o’clock; 
Mr. WELLER. Mr. President, if there is a | 


and it was ordered to be printed as amended. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 


|| Mr. WALKER. I now move that the Senate 
|| take up the homestead bill for consideration, 
| Mr. SEBASTIAN. I hope the Senator will 
|| withdraw his motion, at present, in order to let 
us have a short Executive session this morning. 

Mr. STUART. [ think it would be better to 
|| have the Executive session later in the day. 
|| The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, 
| accordingly, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
\| sumed the consideration of The House bill ‘*to 
| grant a homestead of one hundred and sixty acres 
of the public lands to actual settlers,’’ the pend- 
| ing question being on the amendment proposed 
by Mr. Wank, to strike out from the sixth section 
the words ‘‘ a resident of any one of the States or 
| Territories, and.’? The object of the amendment 
is to strike out the limitation which restricts the 
benefits of the bill to persons who are now resi- 
dents of the United States, and prevents its oper- 
ating in favor of those who may come into the 
country after its passage. The section thus pro- 
posed to be amended is as follows : 

Sec.6. 4nd be it further enacted, That if any individual 


now (a resident of any one of the States or Territories and] 
not a citizen of the United States, but, at the time of 


} 
| 
} 


making such application for the benefit of this aet, shail 
|| have filed a declaration of intention as required by the natu- 
|| ratization laws of the United States, and shall become a 
|| citizen of the same before the issuance of the patent, as 
|| made and provided for in this act, shall be placed upon an 
|| equal footing with the native born citizen of the United 
States. 


Mr. CLAYTON. I send to the Chair an 
amendment which | propose to offer. 

The Secretary read the amendment. 

It proposes to strike out the sixth section, which 
is in these words: 


ual now a resident of any one of the States or Territories, 
and not a citizen of the United States, but at the time of 





“ Sec. 6. and be it further enacted, That if any individ- | 
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making such application for the benefit of this act, shall 
have filed a declaration of intention as required by the nat 
uratization laws of the United States, and shall become a 
citizen of the same before the issuance of the patent, as 
made and provided for in this act, shal! be placed upon an 
equal footing with the native born citizen of the Uniied 
States.”’ 


—and insert the following: 


Sec. 6. 2nd be it further enacted, That any mechanic 
or other citizen of the United States, of full age, engaged 
in and accustomed to any business, Wade, er calling, other 
than the cultivation of land, shall, in consideration of his 
inability to comply with the conditrots of this act, by reason 
of his want of knowledge, skill, or experience in such eulti- 
vation of land, be entived to receive in lieu of one hundred 
and sixty acres of land as herein provided, the sum of 3160, 
to be paid tv him out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. CHASE. I believe an amendment is 
pending, which was offered by my colleague. 

Mr. SHIELDS, I will ask whether the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Delaware is in order? 
As I understand the matter, the question is upon 
the amendment offered by the Senator from Ohio. 
Can this amendment of the Senator from Dela- 
ware be considered as an amendment to that, or 
is it in order whilst that is pending? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The first ques- 
tion is on the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Ohio, which was pending when the Senate 
last had the bill under consideration 

Mr. WADE. The object of my amendment 
will be readily seen by examining the provisions 
of the bill. It will be perceived that the bill itself 
limits the benefitsof its provisions to American 
born citizens and to such emigrants as myy be in 
the country at the time of its passage. The oo- 
ject of my amendment was to extend its benefits 
to all others who may come in and coraply with 
its provisions after its passage, Whea offered 
the amendment | believed the princinle of it was 
right; [ now believe it to be entirely right; but at 
this period of the session I fear taat it may en- 
danger the passage of the bill. J} ama friend of 
the bill, and would be glad to get its great princi- 
ples, even if it be not as perfect as I could wish, 
i fear that to persist in my amendment, which 
elicited a good deal of discussion when it was up 
before, may endanger the passage of the bill; { 
therefore ask leave to withdraw it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
has a right to withdraw it, as no action has been 
| had upon it. That amendment being withdrawn, 
| the question now is on the amendment offered by 
| the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. Crarron.] 
| Mr, BRODHEAD. It is quite evident that 
| there is to be considerable discussion in regard to 
| this bill. I understand that there are several 
| amendments and substitutes that will be offered. 
I know that two or three intended substitutes 
| have been submitted and ordered to be printed. 
| We have now, sir, only about three weeks of this 
| session remaining, and my object in, rising is to 
| suggest the propriety of suffering this bill to go 
| over until December néxt. If we are to proceed 
| with the discussion of the bill, I presume that we 
| shall occupy several days, and we shall thug in- 
| terfere with the appropriation bills. ‘The weather 
is unpleasantly warm, and for this and other con- 
| siderations, I think we had better postpone thi 
| bill until next December. I move, therefore, to 
| postpone its further consideration until the second 
| Monday of December next. 
| Mr. GWIN, Jam perfectly willing that the 
| vote to be taken on this motion shall be regarded 
as a test vote as to whether we are to pass the bill 


‘ , 

or not. I think we have as much time now as we 
| shall have in December. This is the period for 
| action. There is no member of the body who 


| has not made up his mind on the question. If it 
has not been directly before us for consideration, 
certainly the question is presented to us insucha 
| form that we are prepared to vote on it. I hope, 
| therefore, the vote on this motion may be regarded 
| as a test vote whether we areto consider and pass 
| the bill or not. I am in favor of the bill as it is, 
| without any amendment. 
Mr. JOHNSON. Every gentleman will re- 
gard his own vote as a test or not, as he pleases; 
| but, for one, I wish to say that my vote on this 
| motion must not be ppaatliced asa test vote atall; 
| and I cannot consent to any agreement by which 
| this vote shall be considered a test. 
Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, the motion 
of the honorable Senator from Pennsylvania, | 
|| understand, is to postpone this bill until the sec- 
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ond Monday in December next, and make it the i] 


order of the day for that time. I will vote for 
that motion, I think it desirable on every score. | 
i am opposed to the bill, as all its friends know, | 
and whenever it comes up, whether now or then, 
i shall endeavor to give my reasons for my oppo- 
sition to it. It will be admitted, however, on all 
hands, without going into the merits of the bill, 
that, if it be adopted, we shall be making a radi- 
cal change in the mode in which this Government 
has disposed of the public lands from the founda- 
tion of the Government. It certainly ought to be 
a subject of grave deliberation, and of full discus- 
sion. Youhavenow but three weeks of the session 
remaining. You have weather which, if it does not 
incapacitate for physical, certainly does for men- 
tal exertion. I think, therefore, there cannot be 
now such a full discussion of this bill as would 
be satisfactory without entirely laying aside meas- 
ures which are imperatively required to be passed 
before the adjournment. 1 allude to the appro- 
wiation bills. 1 believe that next December will 
be more favorable to a fair discussion of the bill 
than the present time. 

I do not desire to defeat this or any other bill 
by indirection. [fam willing to meet the question 
fairly when it comes up in December. [ am will- 
ing when the month of December arrives, if the 
bill can be so postponed by the votes of any of its 
friends, to persist then in adhering to its discus- 
sion until the vote shall be taken, without regard 
to other business. I trust, then, the motion will 
prevail. I think next December is more suitable, 
in all respects, for the discussion of the bill. I 
know that there are a great variety of amendments 
to be proposed, some of which may alter entirely 
the character of the bill; but if it is passed in the 
shape in which it now stands, I cannot entertain 
a doubt that it comes clearly within the meaning 
of the language used by the President of the Uni- 
ted States in his veto of the insane bill; and hence 
would be sent back by him with his objections. 
Whether it can be modified or not, I cannot say. 
On all accounts, however, I think it would be 
more desirable for its full and fair discussion that 
it should be postponed until the next session. If 
a majority of Congress choose then to pass it, I 
shall on this, as on every other question, bow to 
their will; but I shall certainly oppose it, as I am 
decidedly against the bill. The present motion, 
however, has no reference to its merits. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Mr. President, I trust 
that the Senate will not agree to the motion of the 
Senator from Pennsylvania. - In my humble judg- 
ment, in the whole history of the proceedings of 


this body, there never has been a bill treated with | 


60 much neglect if not indignity as this homestead 
bill. It has been twice passed by overwhelming 


majorities of the a” representatives, and has | 


been sent here, but has been delayed and over- 
slaughed a indirect motions; and now the appro- 
priation bills are to be lugged in to further delay 
or defeat it. For one, sir, I declare before God 
and the Senate, that [ am willing to lose the entire 
appropriation bills, every one of them, if that 


issue is to be made with me, and I will sit here in | 


my seat day in and day out, up to that time which 
has been arbitrarily fixed for rr eas rather 
than lose this bill; and I appeal to its friends, if 


they constitute a majority of the American Senate, | 


now, to-day, to make battle for it, and continue | 
in the ye fight up to the end of the session. 

Sir 
rectly what | think, and under all the responsi- 
bility 


of the people’s representatives. Sir, it was given 
the go-by at the last two sessions of Congress, 
when there was a large majority in its favor. In- 
direct motions and side blows did the work. I 


ask now that Senators meet it fairly, by objec- | 
If itis adangerous oran improper | 
bill, it ought not to be passed; if just and merit- 


tions in front. 


crious, it should become a law. 


I am not, at this time, prepared, sir, to answer | 
the speech which was made on this bill when it | 
was last under consideration, by the Senator from | 


Kentucky, [Mr. Tuompson;] a speech to which 
J listened with greater pain and regret than to any 
I ever heard on the floor of the American Senate. 


{ know something of those foreigners whom it has || 


become so common to assail, I know them as | 
neighbors and friends; and, with few exceptions, 
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better citizens or truer men I have never known. || that business, or the other business; but 


impugn no Senator’s motives; I say di- | 


that pertains to my place here—and that is | 
that I think this bill has been worse treated than | 
any measure that ever emanated from a majority | 





They are industrious, law-abiding, and patriotic. 
In every war that we have had, from that of 
the Revolution down, they have ever been among 
the first to enlist or volunteer. | have been per- 
sonally acquainted with hundreds who have done 
so in the Indian wars in the Northwest, and that 
too, long before they had ever become citizens of 


the United States, or had ever signified their in- | 


tention to become such. This bill, in its present 
shape, notwithstanding the manner in which it is 
attacked for its alleged liberality to foreigners, is 
the least so, in fact, of all the previous land bills 
which have ever been passed. I should willingly 
have voted for the amendment of the Senator from 
Ohio, [Mr. Wane, ] for I believe it to be right. I 
am glad, however, under the circumstances, that 
he withdrew it; for my wish is to pass this bill 
without dotting an ¢ or crossing a ¢, if it has a ma- 
jority in its favor. I again appeal to its friends to 
pass itin that shape. But if we cannot succeed 
in doing so, then, for one, being earnestly attached 
to the principle of reducing the price of the public 
lands so as to place it in the power of every free 
man who now is, or who may become a citizen 
of the United States, to be possessed of a little 
piece of land on which to live and rear his family, 


I will take the next best proposition that I can get. | 


The present is the accepted time for action, and I 
exhort now the friends of this measure to stick 
by it. The eyes of the country are upon them. 
The Senate is charged, and, I fear, with too much 
truth, with having failed to conform its action to 
the will of the people and of their representatives 
through a series of sessions past. I repeat, tha 
I trust its friends now, if they are in a majority, 
will march up to the work, and pass it—pass it 
to-day, if we have the numbers to do so, The 


| pending amendment comes from an old enemy of 


| the bill, and I trust it will be voted down, 
Mr. HAMLIN. The friends of the bill, as I 
understand, desire that it shall not be postponed 


until the commencement of the next session, but | 
that the vote upon the bill shall be directly had. | 


I think it was suggested by the Senator who made 
the motion, that this was to be a test vote on the 
question. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. No, sir; I did not make | 
It was made by the Senator from 


the suggestion. 
California, [Mr. Gwin. } 
Mr. HAMLIN. 


some Senator, and I rose only for the purpose of 


saying that this vote will be no test with me. Iam | 


willing to vote directly on the bill; and for the 


purpose of gratifying its friends, without indica- | 


ting what my final vote will be, I shall go against 
postponing. 
Mr. CASS. 


| poned. Since this question was raised, four years 


ago, by an eminent member of the Senate, whom | 


Providence has since taken from us, | have con- 
sidered it as one of the most important meas- 


ures ever presented to the American Government | 


and people. I will take this opportunity of reading 
the resolution of that distinguished man, which 


all who were here@&t the time must recollect. | 


On the 22d of January, 1850, Mr. Webster sub- 
mitted the following resolution: 


* Resolved, That a provision ought to be made by law, 
that every male ejtizen of the United States, and every 
male person who has declared his intention of becoming a 
citizen, according to the provisions of law, of twenty-one 
years of age, or upwards, shall be entitled to enter upon 
and take any one quarter section of the public lands which 
may be left open to’ entry at private sale, for the purposes 
of residence and cultivation; and that when such citizen 
shall have resided on the said land for three years, and cul- 
tivated the same, or if dying in the mean time, residence 
and cultivation shall be held and carried on by his widow, 
or his heirs or devisees, for the space of full three years 
from, and after naking entry of such land, such residence 
and cultivation, for the said three years to be completed 
withia four years from the time of such entry, then a patent 
to issue for the same, to the person making such entry, if 
living, or otherwise, to his heirs or devisees, as the case 
may require: Provided, nevertheless, That sach person so 
entering and taking the quarter section as aforesaid, shall 
not have, nor shail his devisees or heirs have, any power to 
alienate such land, nor create any title thereto, in law or 
equity, by deed, transfer, lease, or any other conveyance, 
except by devise, by will.”’ 


From that day to this, the subject, in one form 


or other, has been before the Senate, directly or |. 


indirectly, sometimes almost coming to a direct 
iteld na sometimes being got rid of indirectly. 
I believe it is one of the most momentous ques- 
| tions ever submitted to the people of this coun- 
| try. Gentlemen may tell me of this business, or 


heard the suggestion from | 


I hope the bill will not be post- | 


July 10, 
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my judgment, this is the business of the 

I am willing to postpone all other busin 

adjustment of this question. If it be 
| rightly, as I trust it will be, it will have 

and a greater effect in promoting the pr 

of this country, in my opinion, than a 

measure ever proposed. If it does no 

sponsibility will not fall on those who 
and vote for it. I therefore repeat my 
this subject will now come to its final issue and 
that, after having passed the House of Represent 
atives, the bill will be voted upon by the Senate 
and will receive a concurrent vote here. ; 
Mr. PETTIT. I said some time ago al! that] 
intend to say ote this bill, and I rise now on! 
| to express my hope that it will be pressed to 4 
vote to-day. I hope the friends of the bill, if the 
be a majority here, or a minority, will stand jo. 
gether and vote down all amendments. [ do not 
pretend to wey that the bill is in ever respect 
such as I could desire; but knowing that if we 
| amend it, we must necessarily lose it in the Houge 

I prefer taking it as itis; and I ask the friends of 

this bill now to put themselves together, yoi 

down all amendments, and get a vote on the bl! 
if there is a majority for it, as the Senator from 

Iowa says, without dotting an i or crossing aj 

If anamendment of any kind, however small, be 
| adopted, it is a loss, beyond question, of the }jlj . 

for this session. Let us know, then, to-day 

whether we have or have not a majority for this 
measure, which is emphatically a measure of the 
people, and which is calculated to give to the 
country greater strength and greater defense than 
any and all other measures that are pressed here, 
| [hope the friends of the bill will be at their posts, 
and see that no amendment is added to it. 
‘Mr. BROWN. I will vote against the post. 
| ponement of this.bill, and will stand by its fends 
| until they bring it toa final vote. With the re- 
| marks submitted by several Senators in favor of 
having the final action of this body on this bill, | 
fully and entirely concur. It is respectful to the 
House of Representatives, and it is demanded, [ 
think, by the aa that we shall have some def- 
inite action on this proposition. I cannot vote 
with that portion of the Senate (if, in fact, there 
be such a portion) who are for killing off thi 
measure by indirection. Whether I shall vote for 
it on its final passage, depends on circumstances 
| which are not yet fully developed. 

I cannot coneur with my friend from Indiana 
(Mr. Perrit] in the declaration that we are to 
vote down all amendments to this bill. [| think 
it were better the bill should be lost than that we 
should have it forced upon us in the precive form 
in which it now stands, To take the ground that 
we are not toamend itat all for fear that the House 
of Representatives, where the bill has a large ma- 
| jority, will not act on our amendments, and that 
| the bill must therefore be lost, is appealing, | 
think, rather to our fears than to our judgments. 
| I believe that if we make reasonable and prop’ 
| amendments, the House of Representatives v \! 

concur in them, and we shall thereby geta b ter 
| measure, 
| ° Trise, however, simply to say, without mean- 
_ing to have my vote understood as a test on this 
| proposition, that I will now vote, and I will con- 
| tinue to the end voting, with the friends of this 
_ bill, so as to bring it to the final decision of the 
|| Senate. When an amendment shall be proposed 
| which I think is right, I will vote for it; and! 
will vote against it if I think it is wrong. [| ut 
| terly reject the ‘proposition of the Senator from 
Indiana, that we are to vote down all amendments 
lest we should lose the bill. Ihave myself a sub- 
_ stitute which | intend at the proper time to pro- 
| pose, and ask the vote of the Senate upon. If they 
| vote it down, very well. It is just to myself, and 
| just to some friends who concur with me, that | 
| should ask the vote of the Senate on that proposi- 
tion. I hope we are not to be forestalled by ® 
| fixed determination to pass the bill in its present 
| form. If we do not believe that its present form 
| is the best we can give it, it is our duty to amend 


it. e 
Mr. JOHNSON. I will vote against this _mo- 
| tion to postpone the bill until next December, but 
| Lam not satisfied that the bill as it now stands is the 
best homestead bill that can be passed. In other 
words, I believe there is a much better bil! for 
the whole of the new States that could be passed, 
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At, Bir, in 4 would be passed if brought up disembarrassed, fortitude. There is not a Senator on the floor | after, to as full a share of the inheritance of the 
S€88i9n. “ [ shall hold myself free to vote for it at the who does not understand the bill in all its bear- | American people as American citizens themselves. 
88 tO the = er time. But I will vote to have this bill || ings. Itis no new subject. There is nota Sen- | Sir, I do not propose to discuss the question; I 
adjusted oh up so that we may come to some con- || ator here who is not prepared te vote upon any | simply ask that it be decided. 

& better jysion in regard to our present publicland system, || amendment that may be offered as soon as it Mr.CLAY. Mr. President, I do not propose 
rOsperit which | feel to be operating oppressively and un- ! can be read from the Secretary’s desk. If we to make a speech upon this question; but in addi- 
nY Other * justly. These views will govern my votes on || should go forward, therefore, in the hottest | tion to what has been said by the honorable Sen- 
» the re, this matter, but | am not to be told that every, vote || weather, without hearing a lengthy speech, and ator from Delaware, I wish to call the attention 
ad Vocate I may give on every proposition, is to be a test || should consider this bill, and amend it, and agree | of the Senate to the fact that he does not present 
ope that yote. | upon it, | think, so far from having loa anything, | the case in as strong a manner as it may be pre- 
Sue, and Mr. BAYARD. It is true, as the honorable || we should sare pines a great deal. sented. Now, sir, | wish to ask the friends of the 
‘Present. Senator from Michigan has remarked, that this I was opposed, as all Senators know—strenu- | bill what they mean by the term “ now,’’ as used 
Senate, pill has been before the country since 1850, but ously opposed—to fixing so early a day for ad- | in this section? It speaks of all who are * now” 

certainly it has been before it only ‘to a limited || journment as has been fixed, unul we had acted | residents of the United States, To what period 

all that] extent. In this body, it has had no discussion at || upon this and two or three other important meas- || of time does this word “‘ now ”’ refer? Does it 
Ow onl any time since | have been a member of it, which || ures, I am as well satisfied now, as I was then, | refer to the time when the bill was introduced into 
Sed to 4 has been since March 1851, There has been no || that the time is insufficient to dispose in a proper | the other House? Does it refer to the time of its 
» If they discussion of the general principle, or of the par- || manner of the appropriation bille. It will not | passage there, or of its passage here, if it shall be 
and to. ticular bill before the Senate during that time, '| allow you four days in each House to consider | passed? To what time does it refer? 1 say that 
| do not though the question has been incidentally touched. | each of the important appropriation bills. I || a more indefinite, indeterminate, and unsatisfac- 
respect There can be little doubt that it alters the entire || thought then, as I think now, that the Senate can- | tory word could not have been employed than the 
at if we system of the disposition of the public lands, that || not dispose of the business within the time; and, if || word ‘‘now.’’ ‘* Now,” we are told, sometimes 
' House, it embraces a system of donation in piace of the || it be disposed of, it will be very badly done. But, refers to past time, at others to future time; and 
lends of orant of the land for a valuable consideration. It || notwithstanding all this, that is a subject which || we are told by the poet, that time is an eternal 
ry Vote is an eatire alteration. || is yet within our control. We can postpone that || ‘‘now.’’ It appears to me to have been adopted 
the bill, [ have many objections to the bill, as to some || day, if it shall become necessary to doso. Lhope || with a view to admit all who may hereafter come 
‘or from of its sections, if not to the whole bill, on con- || it may not become necessary. I wish we could || to the benefits of the act, and if that is the purpose 
ang at, stitutional grounds. There are a variety of other || adjourn to-morrow; but, | repeat, if it becomes || let us meet it fully and fairly, and say so in the 
mall, be Senators who believe the bill can be modified so || necessary we can postpone the day of adjourn- | bill in terms that cannot be doubted or mistaken, 
the bill as to bring a majority of the Senate, a very large || ment, only, therefore, ask in conelusion—and But, sir, this is notall, I say that it is giving 
to-day, majority, to a coincidence of opinion as to the || I do it with some little degree of feeling—that | to aliens who may hereafter come into the coun~ 
for this proper mode of disposing of the public lands, by || Senators will concede so much to us, who repre- || try bounties whieh have not been conferred upon 
e of the way of graduating and reducing their price. The || sent northwestern States, as to proceed to and || American citizens, but bounties in which they can- 
0 the inclinations of my own opinion are in favor of || continue the consideration of this measure until | not participate. The amendment which has been 
ise than that. I know, however, that this bill must lead || we can dispose of it, and seeif we cannot dispose || offered by the honorable Senator from Delaware 
ed here, to prolonged discussion, It has yet had no dis- || of it in a manner agreeable to a very large major- | suggests a large class of citizens who cannot par- 
T posts, cussion. I do not think that at this season of the || ity, if not to ali of us. ticipate in this bounty. Again, all those who have 
; year, with such a limited period for the duration | Mr. PETTIT called for the yeas and nays on | hitherto settled upon the public lands, and paid the 
© Post. of the session, we ought totake it upnow., Itis the motion; and they were ordered; and being | price demanded, cannot be expected to participate 
figends on this ground, and this ground alone, that I || taken, resulted—yeas 18, nays 32; as follows: in this bounty. Hence I am decidedly opposed 
the re- shall vote for the postponement. Otherwise, I | YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Bayard, Benjamin, Brodhead, || © the sixth section, as it stands in the bill. J 
avor of should be ready to meet the question now. If it || Butler, Clay, Clayton, Cooper, Dawson, Dixon, Evaus, || shall vote to strike it out, first, because I say it 
8 bill, | be postponed until the second Monday in De- || Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Hunter, Mason, Norris, Pearce, | does not exclude any foreigner; it does not ex- 
an omen I a then be willing to take up the bill, | NAYS Mesers. Allen, Atchison, Bell, Bright, Brown, || clude those who are to, come hereafter; for sup- 
and proceed to its discussion until the vote be | Cass, Chase, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, Doug- || POSE the word ** now” should be construed and 
me def- taken. At present, I think it ought to be post- || las, Geyer, Gillette, Gwin, Hamlin, Houston, James, John. | understood by the Senate to mean at the time of 
Ot vote poned. }| son, Jones ot Towa, Jones of Tennesse, Pettit, Rockwell, || the passage of the bill; suppose that to be the 
t, there Mr. STUART. Mr. President, I only wish oo ee ene teats ey Toucey, || time designated, I ask, where in the bill is it re- 
off thig to say a few words, and prominent among them I eS eS uired of any foreigner that he shall swear that 

y afe rds, prominent a g them I | : q y g 

vote for wish to ask the Senate not to postpone this ques- | So the motion to postpone was not agreed to; || he was a resident of the United States at the time 

stances tion, but to dispose.of it, and to dispose of.it at | and the question recurred on the amendment of | of the passage of the bill? There is no such re- 

this session, and atthe earliest time it can possibly || Mr. Charron. 2 si || quirement anywhere; and hence it appears to me 
ndiana bedone. Another thing I desire ‘to state, as one || Mr. ADAMS. [ask for a division of the vine /to be a miserable equivoque that is intended to 
are to of the most zealous friends of the measure, and || on, so that the first vote may be upon striking || mislead or deceive somebody, He isnot required 

I think that is my willingness to amend it in such reason. || Ut, and on that proposition I ask for the yeas || to swear that he was then a resident of the coun- 

hat we able way as that it may command the vote of the | and nays. |try. Ido not care when they may come, it isa 

e form majority of this body. I think it will hardly do || The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the first | perpetual right granted to all who may arrive 

rd that to say that if the bill be amended at all, it will be || question will be on the proposition to strike out || hereafter to participate in the bounties of the 

House lost in the House of Representatives. 1 certainly | the sixth section; which is as follows: Government in settling upon the public lands; be- 

ge ma- would not undertake to say whatistheopinion or || «Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That if.any individ- || Cause they are not required to state that they were 

ad that condition of that. House; but I will say, with || ual now a resident of any one of the States or Territories, || residents of the country at the time of the passage 

ling, | some degree of caution, that, so far as I have been || 8" not a citizen of the United States, but at the time of |) oF the bill, and the word ‘* now” is an indefinite 

ments. blet ; bl deneuts atented || makiog such application for the benefit of this act, shall || ond enanenninn enacuchich ie. gabieeh to Aenea 
; adie to ascertain, reasonable amendments adopted || have filed a declaration of intention as reqaired by the nat- | ' ning , J 

prop to this bill will be concurred in there. || wralization laws of the United States, and shall become a | interpretations by different persons. 

es vil But, Mr. President, this is a measure which is || citizen of the same before the issuance of the patent, as Mr. WALKER. I was a little surprised to 
b ter vastly important to the western, or, at all events, || ™&de and provided for in this act, shall be placed upon an || hear the Senator from Delaware make the state- 

to the northwestern portion of this Union, and | || $iU#l Sous with the native born citizen of the ‘United | tment which hedid make in regard to the provis- 

portion of this Union, || States.” . wes P 
mean: submit to Senators from other quarters, that that | | ions of this bill. If he had read it with more care, 
yn this is a portion of the Confederation of these States | The yeas and nays were ordered. | he would have found that, in the section which he 

Il con- which is entitled to respectful consideration. Not || Mr.CLAYTON. The section proposed to be || proposes to'strike out, the provision is, that where 

of this that | would for one moment insist that this bill |! stricken out grants to every alien, or foreigner not | any person, now a resident of any of the States 

of the shall be thrown upon Senators without such rea- '| naturalized, the moment be lands upon our shores, | and Territories, and not a citizen of the United 
posed sonable amendments being made as they can || the right to locate one hundred and sixty acres of | States, shall declare his intention to become a cit- 
and | assent to, 1! am willing, for one, to put a reason- || the public domain, to which he is to become fully | izen, and shall actually become naturalized before 

I ut able price ae the land; I am willing to say that || entitled by a patent to be issued after the expira- | the patent issues; he shall be placed on the same 

- from the settler shall pay,.at the end of his occupation, || tion of five years, if during that period he shall || footing as a native-born citizen. That is the pro- 

ments a fair and reasonable price for the land, if such an '| cultivate the land and reside upon it according to || vision of this section. 

a sub- amendment be necessary, for the purpose of se- || the term of the bill. The object is to testthe | Mr. CLAYTON. Precisely. 

D pro- curing to the bill the friendly, honorable support | question whether aliens are to os placed on the | . Mr. WALKER. It is not, then, as stated by 

f they of Senators from other parts of the Union. 1 am || saine footing with citizens of the United States in | the Senator, for he took the ground that the biil 

f, and freely willing to concede much to tMe opinions || the donation of the public lands. True it is, the || provided that any person hereafter coming might 

that I and judgment of other Senators, and I ask those || section proposes to give only to foreigners whoare |, avail himself of ibe provisions of this act, by 

pposi- Senators, in all fairness, to concede the same here oak not naturalized at the time of the passage || simply cultivating the land, He has first to de- 
by a spirit tous. Let us meet this question. Let us || of the act; but every man can see thatiftheprin- | clare his intention to become a citizen of the 
resent meet it fairly, not by some sidewise proposition, || ciple is now adopted, by agreeing to the section | United States, before he can make his claim under 
form but let us come fairly to the consideration of the || which | propose to strike out, thatalialiens in the | the act. Then, he must perfect his citizenship 
mend bill, and see if we cannot agree upon terms, and || country at the time of the passage of the act are | before he can be entitled to a patent for the land; 

adopt them, and pass it. coaitlod to one hundred and sixty acres of the | and itis upon the doing of both—upon the be- 

: mo- Now, sir, I confess that it wonld not displease || public domain, as a matter of course it will follow || coming of an actual citizen of the United States— 

r, but me atall, if the suggestion of the Senator from || that, at the next session, or at some subsequent | that he is entitled tothe patent. It was to obviate 

is the Pennsylvania were true, and if it were so exces- session, another act will be passed for the mere | what the Senator from Ohio deemed a difficulty 

other sively hot that no Senator here could make. a || purpose of putting them upon an equality of com- | in the bill, that his amendment was offered some 

li for speech on this bill. Certainly, that would not || mon justice, admitting all aliens, not only those | time since, but by him withdrawn this morning. 

ssed, grieve me atall. I should bear it with Christian 





now in the country, but all who may come here- || lt proposed to give the right to those who might 
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come into the cMuntry hereafter to avail themselves | acres, it would follow as an irresistible conse- 


of the benefit of the bill; bat he withdrew it. It 


is not now before the Senate, and the section pro- | 


posed to be stricken out by the Senator from 
aware requires the declaration of intention to be- 
come a citizen, and, before the patent shall issue, 
the perfection of his citizenship; otherwise, he is 
not to have a patent. 


el- | 


Mr. CLAYTON. What I stated in regard to | 


the section is perfectly and literally true. 


It | 


offers to every alien, every foreigner not natural- | 


ized, a8 soon as he arrives in the United States, 
the right to one hundred and sixty acres of the 


| hundred and sixty acres. 


public lands as soon as they are surveyed; and it | 


does it in this way: 
to mdke his declaration of intention. 
that causes no trouble. 
land, and has as much right to enter as an Amer- 


He has nothing to do but | 
Of course | 
Then he enters upon the | 
|| Mr. SHIELDS. 


ican ¢itizen who has lived here for forty years. | 


Then he is to cultivate the land, according to the || 


provisions of the bill, just as citizens must do, for 
five years. 


can become naturalized. In five years any for- 


That is just the time within which he | 


eigner can become naturalized, and then he is en- | 


titled to a patent precisely as any other man who 


is born here; so that, in effect and substance, this | 
section gives to every alien the same right to the | 
full extent of a native-born citizen of the United | 


States. 
Sir, there is another thing rather remarkable in 
this bill. There is no time provided within which 


the foreigner, not naturalized, shall become a cit- | 
|| the honorable Senator from Delaware. 


izen of the United States, If he lives on the land 
five years after having declared his intention to 
become a citizen, atany time after that, when- 
ever he shall choose to become a citizen, if that Is 


twenty years afterwards, he is entitled to a patent; | 


and yet, during all this time he is to remain on the 
land and enjoy it asfully as any American citizen 
could do. ‘There is nota word in the bill to drive 
him from the land because he does not at the end 
of the five years become an American citizen; so 
that I respectfully submit to the honorable Sena- 
tor from 
thing that I said in reference to the section. Ido 
not propose to discuss it. It is perfectly true that 
[have not disguised my views in reference to the 
great principle contained init. They have been 
explained heretofore. 1 am decidedly for a dis- 
tinction between the Americancitizen and the alien. 
I am not one of those who cry out against aliens, 
or one of those who have opposed the emigration 
of foreigners into this country. Let them come 
here; we have land enough for them. Let them 
become Americanized here; let them learn the 
institutions of the country. The naturalization 
laws direct that they shall reside here long enough 
to understand those institutions. Is it asking too 
much to say that they shall reside here five years 
before they become entitled to a donation of a 
hundred and sixty acres of land? I say again I 
do not propose to enter into a discussion of the 
principle. Ft is a mere question of whether there 
shall be a gift of this much land made. 

Mr. DIXON. Ido not understand the section, 
or, if I do, the Senator from Delaware, in whose 
opinion T have a great deal of confidence, is mis- 
taken in the constraction which he places upon it. 
I will read the section, and then make a remark 
or two upon it: 

* And be it further enacted, That if any individual now a 
resident of any one ofthe States or Territories, and nota cit- 
izen of the United States, but at the time of making such 
application for the benefit of thisact, shat! have filed a dec- 
laration of intention, astequired by the naturalization laws 
of the United States, and shall become a citizen of the 
saime before the issuance of the patent, as made and pro- 


vided for in this act, shall be placed upon an equal footing 
with the native born-citizen of the United States.”’ 


1 understand that the proper construction to be 
iver! to that section is, that a person, to entitle 
Rimeelt to the benefit of it, must be a resident of 
a State or Territoty at this time. If this is the 
proper construction, does it embrace anybody but 
those who are now residents, éither of a State or 
Territory? Surely, it cannot include foreigners 
who may hereafter emigrate to the United States. 
Mr. CLAYTON. It embraces all aliens in the 
country now. 

Mr. DIXON. The construction given to it by 
the Senator is, that all persons hereafter comity 
into it may be entitled to the benefits of the bill. 

Mr. CLAYTON. No, sir; I said that if you' 
passed this bill, entitling aliens living hére at the 
time of its passage to one hundred ‘and sixty 


isconsin, { think I was right in every- | 


| 








|| now here. 
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quence that hereafter, as a measure of mere com- 
mon justice, others coming and asking for the 
same rights and privileges would have them 
granted to them, 

Mr. DIXON. Upon that point I have no ar- 
gument to make with the Senator. This is a 
simple proposition, as I understand it, to give to 
those who are now residents of the States or Ter- 
ritories, and who may hereafter become natural- 
ized citizens of the United States, the right to one 
If I understand the 
proposition, it is that and nothing more. Then, 
sir, if thatis its effect, and the Senator from Dela- 


ware seems to concur with me that it is, I do not || 


see the force of the objection which he urges to it, 
at least | do not see it as the Senator does. 
Will the honorable Senator 


from Kentucky permit me to state what is my | 
It gives to the | 
resident of the States and the resident of the Ter- | 


understanding of the provision, 


ritories who has declared his intention to become 
| a citizen of the United States—what? 

to work a piece of land in one of those Territories, 

on vacant, unappropriated, unoccupied, wild lands 

—a mere right to work it—and when he becomes 

a citizen, then he obtains a patent and titleto the 

land. 

Mr. DIXON. That is all. 


Mr. SHIELDS. Precisely so; so that, in real- 


ity, | want to state to the honorable Senator, I 
cannot see exactly the force of the objection of 


Mr. DIXON. I understand it as my friend 
from Illinois does, that no foreigner who is not 
now a resident of a Territory, or of a State, has 
a right to the benefit of this bill: It does not 


| embrace those who may hereafter come into the || 


| United States, but it only includes those who are 
That is my understanding of it. 

Well, now, Mr. President, | have but a single 
| remark to make on this question. We naturalize 
a foreigner, and when we naturalize him, the 
policy of this Gevernment is to make him a citi- 
zen, not only in name, but in fact—to put him 
upon an equality, in every sense of the word, with 
a citizen of the United States. This is the policy 
| of this Government; and [I think it is a correct 
| policy, in view of all the circumstances connected 
| with the settlement of our wilderness—for it is yet 
|a wilderness in many respects—and it has been 
the policy of this Government from its very com- 
mencement. Sir, | am myself in favor of attach- 
ing the foreigner, who becomes a citizen of this 


that to do this, to make him its friend, to secure 


of it, either in peace, when the great principles of 


| partisans, or in war, when it is necessary that the 
soldier shall shoulder his musket to defend our 
soil, our homes, and firesides, nay, our Govern- 
ment itself, against foreign enemies, or internal 
foes, the true policy is to make’ him not only a 
| citizen in name, but in reality. If he is to be 
naturalized under the laws, I will give him just 
the same rights that any other citizen of the 
| United States may have. I understand that the 


right until he becomes a citizen of the United 
States. 


United States. I understand that to be the plain 
construction of the section proposed to be stricRen 
out. Is that the correct one or not? 

Mr. SHIELDS. It is. 

Mr. DIXON. My friend from [Illinois says it 
is; and, doubtless, it is so. Then! shall not vote 
to strike itout. 1! shall vote to retain it, believing 
that it is better to give the naturalized citizens of 
the United States the rights of citizens, not in 
name, bat in fact, if only to impress upon their 
minds and hearts that they are citizens, and have 
the same rights, under the Constitution, that the 
native-born citizens have. If the whole policy 
of the naturalization law is wrong, repeal it. [ 
think it is right, and shall vote against repealing 
it. But, so long as it remains upon the statute- 
book, do not pretend to make a man a citizen 
without giving him the rights of a citizen. 








The right | 


| Government, to the Government itself; and I think | 
his devotion to it, and his support and his defense | 


| the Constitution may be assailed by factionists or | 


provision of this section will give the foreigner no | 


He may enter upon the land, it is true. | 
He may cut down the trees; he may sweep away | 
the forests; he may cultivate the land; but he can- | 
not have a right to it; he can have no patent issued | 
by the Government of the United States, securing | 
to him the right, until he becomes a citizen of the | 
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| Whave said this much upon the motion of » 
honorable Senator from Delaware to strike... 
| the section of the bill referred to. I wij now = 
| that it is my purpose to vote against the bit} ane 
|| gether when it shall be put upon its passage. ,,,, 
| that I object to the principle of the bill, whieh 
|| poses to give one hundred’and sixty acres of f ‘ 
|| to the actual settler, but because | am in fitete 
| distributing the proceeds of the public lands alicas 
| the several States in equitable proportions, The 
| public lands belong to the old as well as the 
new States. They have been acquired by a 
common blood and treasure of all the States he 
are admitted by all to be held in trust by the Puy 
eral Government for all the States, and for aij 4, 
citizens of the United States; and so long as the, 
is a hope of effecting a just and equal distribution, 
I will vote against all other propositions emb;s,. 
ing a general disposition of them. Next to tj, 
proposition to distribute them, or their proceed, 
among the several States, I prefer the distribiitio, 
proposed in the bill; that is, to give the lands to oi. 
zens who are actual and bona fide settlers, T), 
life of the pioneer of our western and southwes, 
'| ern territories is a difficult one. Exposed, at qi 
| times, to the attacks of the ferocious wild beast: 
_ to the attacks of the more ferocious Savages that 
inhabit the forests, to say nothing of the fatal dis. 
|| eases always incident to new and unsettled coyp. 
tries, as well as of the scarcity of provisions, anj 
a want of all the comforts of life enjoyed jpn 
| countries settled and civilized, he fully earns his 
one hundred and sixty acres of land when he bas 
endured all the hardships necessary to acquire g 
| title to it; and I confess, that if I had given up ql) 
hope of seeing the lands distributed among the 
|| States, I would vote for the bill. 
| Mr. SHIELDS. ‘I shall’ not enter into s 
|| argument on this question. There are many 
reasons why I shall not. It would not be yery 
| becoming for me to do so. J merely want to cal 
the attention of my very abie friend from Dels. 
ware to one view of this case which may have 
| escaped his mind. This was intended, in the first 
| place, to apply to residents in the States and Ter. 
|| ritories; and then they must be persons who have 
declared their intention to become citizens. These 
| are the requisites. Now, sir, in a case of that kind, 
|| the honorable Senator says a person is an alien, 
Perhaps he may be; but, at all events, he isa kind 
of probationary citizen. 1 hold that he is, as it 
|| were, a manin a state of probation, in a state of 
| ae He remains in that condition for 
|| five years. During those five years it is ex- 
| pected that he will learn and acquire something 
| of the rights and duties of a citizen of the United 
States. Now, I put it to the honorable Senator 
|| as a matter of high Ameriéan policy, in reference 
to this peculiar class of persons coming to this 
|| country, if there can be any plan more judicious 
| and more politic than toattract them from the large 
cities on the sea-board, where they are loose and 
unemployed, and where they fall into the hands of 
persons who take ‘advantage, perhaps, of their 
want of knowledge, and plant them in the Territo- 
ries, and make them soldiers to defend the coun- 
try? Plant them down there. Sir, there is nots 
|| man who lives in the West that does not know this 
singulat fact: that the moment a man builds « 
log cabin, cultivates a piece of land, and finds 
himself in possession of a home, he becomes 
a better man, aswell as a better citizen; he be- 
comes more attached to the soil, and he beo®mes 
a better man as far as moral character is con 
cerned. I cannot imagine any better position in 
which you can plate a miin, as a school of in- 
struction in which to exerdise these high duties, 
| than to place him in one:of the frontier Territories 
|| through the exercise of this power. It does not 
affect you wt does not affect any othier part of the 
| country, it merely affects himself and a few of his 
| neighbors. He learns “to practice these duties. 





















Be assured, sir, of one thing, that all the aversion 
to foreigners originates in the fact-that they con- 
gtegate about the large cities; that they herd to- 
gether and form as it were societies of their ow”, 
and excite the prejudice of Americans. But, ®', 
break up this collecting in your cities, transfet 
them tothe far west, put them on the frontiers, 
throw them into the Territories, let them take 
their rifle and ax in hand, and make homes for 
themselves, and you will make them better me" 
than they were before. They will be better cit! 
zens, and will be no longer what they were in the 


